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YOUR CHURCH PROGRAM 





Montreat Offers Many 
Unusual and Highly 
Spiritual Treats in 
August 


Negro Women of the 
Church to Meet at 
Stillman College 
August 17-24 


Church Loyalty 
Season Presents 
Opportunity to 
Invite Former 
Members to Come 
Back and to Work 


Rally Day, 
September 25, 

Is a Day Set Apart for 
the Whole Church 


Religious Education 
Study Season— 
September 4-October 1 





Montreat offers great interest to the Church in August. In the last half 
of the summer conference season much that is rich in spiritual value is 
on the schedule. The annual conferences on Home Missions and Foreign 
Missions draw large crowds, and church people who are planning vaca- 
tions the first two weeks in August will find great value in giving a por- 
tion of this time to one or both of these conferences. Then comes the 
Montreat Institute of Theology to fill the closing ten days of the season. 
This includes the Bible Conference and the Ministers’ Forum as well as 
the Ministers’ Wives’ Forum. Write to Dr. J. Rupert McGregor, Presi- 
dent of the Mountain Retreat Association, Montreat, N. C., and obtain 
further information. 


Snedecor Memorial Synodical will have its first meeting—having been 
organized last year—this month at Stillman College, Tuscaloosa, Ala- 
bama. Negro Women of the Church are showing deep devotion to the 
Church and their part in its program. Let us remember these women in 
our prayers, that they may go forward as Christian women working for 
the bringing in of God’s Kingdom on earth. 


Now Is the Time to make final preparations for the observance of 
Church Loyalty Season—September 18-November 6. One phase of this 
observance which should be followed through by each and every organi- 
zational group within the local church is the matter of re-enlisting former 
members of the church who have not been attending. Lists of members 
whose names have been placed on retired rolls are obtainable from local 
church officials. In many instances, workers have found that with just a 
little effort former active members have returned to their places in the 
local church. For the most part they want something to do; they want to 
feel that their membership means something to themselves and to the 
whole congregation, so they must be assimilated into the life of the 
church. Write to Dr. H. H. Thompson, 36 Hunter Street, S.W., Atlanta 
3, Georgia, for literature to help plan this local church project. 


Rally Day no longer is a day observed only in the Sunday school; but it 
is a day for the whole church, through every organized group, to “rally” 
to the Church’s educational program. It means more than simply coming 
to a Sunday-school class that day and to make a Rally Day contribution; 
it means that, and much more. It really opens the fall program in each 
church and a good Rally Day should result in increased activity beginning 
then and continuing through the fall and winter season. Actually it means 
the start of a forward movement for every individual in the church and 
Sunday school. The Rally Day offering this year is vitally important in 
the furtherance of the Program of Progress. Each local church is urged 
to bring in its quota for the program of expansion outlined for the five-' 
year period by the Executive Committee of Religious Education. Be sure 
you have all the materials you need. Write to Dr. Edward D. Grant, 
Executive Secretary, Presbyterian Building, Richmond 9, Virginia. 


Religious Education study season in September is the time set apart 
for a Church-wide study of the book, Lift Up Your Eyes, by Dr. Lewis J. 
Sherrill. It is hoped that local churches will study their own programs of 
religious education, using the book as a background against which to 
examine their own local problems and programs. Such a study will be 
aided by the use of a guide entitled, “Looking at Your Own Church,” 
which may be secured from the Executive Committee of Religious Edu- 
cation and Publication, Presbyterian Building, Richmond 9g, Virginia. 
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You Will Be 
Interested In— 


e “Tasks That Are Urgent and 
Close” by Jean Layton. It is a 
thrilling account of the develop- 
ment of a chapel work among 
the Negroes of Clinton, S. C., 
by the ministerial students of 
Presbyterian College. 


e “The Teacher Ranks High.” 
This is a revealing article as the 
winners of the competitive 
scholarship contest discuss the 
intimate relationship which ex- 
ists between teacher and pupil 
in our Christian colleges. 


e “Seniors at Pres.-Mex. School.” 
The pictures of the graduating 
class with a description of their 
personalities. 


e “Twelve Jewels.” Oklahoma 
Presbyterian College graduates 
twelve seniors whose lives have 
been molded by the influences 
at work in this Christian insti- 
tution. 


e “Negro Work in Our Church” 
by Alex. R. Batchelor, Secretary 
of the Assembly’s Committee on 
Negro Work. This article gives 
an excellent survey of our Negro 
work. 


e “Echoes from the Andes” by 
Rev. & Mrs. Paul Streich. Ani- 
mals sent by the Brethren Heifer 
Project arrive in the Andes. 


e “The China Sunday School 
Union” by James N. Mont- 
gomery. China is torn by civil 
war, but the China Sunday 
School Union continues to fur- 
nish materials for Christian 
teaching. 


e “Japan” by Charles A. Logan. 
This is a quotation from a let- 
ter from Miss Mabel Francis in 
which she reveals the way in 
which the youth of Japan are 
seeking and finding Christ. 





e “Daily Vacation Bible School 
in France.” Verlie Smith reports 
on a vacation Bible school for 
the children of France which 
was put on by a group of Ameri- 
cans. 
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By JOHN A. MacLEAN* 


The Art of Making Excuses 


Excuses in a Modern Church 


ND they all with one consent began to make 
A excuse.” Maybe the world has improved some- 
“what since Jesus spoke these words. Today, 
there are usually some favorable responses when a 
group of people are called upon to go to work, but 
there seem to have been no exceptions in our Lord’s 
time. Of course, there are faithful Christians in 
every church, but I’ve heard of a great congregation 
of which it is said that when the committee went 
out to procure circle chairmen, they had to beg 57 
women in order to get eight leaders. It is said 
that in the same congregation, with 57 elders and 
deacons and scores of other able-bodied men, when 
the time came to make the every member canvass 
and an appeal went out for canvassers, a bare hand- 
ful responded. It is also rumored that in a certain 
church made up of persons, each one of whom had 
obligated himself to give his whole-hearted support 
to the cause of Christ, there were hundreds of mem- 
bers who never signed any sort of pledge card. I 
have also heard of a congregation in which there 
was an unusually fine group of loyal and active 
young people who must have been aware of a tre- 
mendous need for missionaries and ministers, but 
many of whom apparently never thought that they 
had any particular responsibility or obligation to 
consider giving themselves for such service. I’ve 
heard of a church located in 2 great strategic center 
where the people almost enmasse insisted that they 
continue to have a Sunday evening service, and yet 
more than nine-tenths are habitually absent from 
every such service. Maybe, after all, Jesus was right 
in His estimate of the extent to which people are 
expert in making excuses for themselves. 





*Rev. John A. MacLean, D.D., is pastor of the Ginter Park 
Presbyterian Church, Richmond, Virginia. 
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The Art of- Making Excuses 


“And they all with one consent began to make excuse.” 
Luke 14:18 





A sermon preached by REv. JOHN A. MACLEAN, pastor 
Ginter Park Presbyterian Church, Richmond, Virginia 
February 6, 1949 





Are You Committing Suicide—the Suicide of Your 
Usefulness? 

In response to many requests, this sermon has been 
written out to be mailed to all members of our church 
—some of whom may have had a good excuse for being 
absent on the occasion when it was preached! 

In part, the message was inspired by the difficulty in 
procuring a president for the Women of the Church— 
of all the hundreds of fine Christian women in our 
congregation, it seemed that none was available! 

First of all, the sermon was preached to the pastor 
himself—“an expert in alibis.” But it seemed to speak 
to others also, as there have been many voluntary re- 
sponses, of which the following are typical examples: 

Five women, who had theretofore declined, im- 
mediately volunteered to serve as president of the 
Women of the Church; 

A visitor, who is a musician, offered to use her talent 
by joining the choir; 

A Sunday-school boy insisted that the sermon was 
preached to him and stated that he had decided to be 
more faithful. 


In Your Personal Experience 

Is a call to render some difficult service just “another 
problem,” or is it a privilege? 

Unconsciously to yourself, have you developed the 
habit of making excuses, thus losing your one chance to 
live a useful life? Isn’t this a subtle sort of suicide— 
the destruction of one’s chance to be useful? 











Excuses Men Gave to Jesus 


A certain man, Jesus said, gave a supper, and sent 
his servant out to invite many friends to come and 
join with him in the feast, but they all began with 
one accord to make excuse. One man said, I’ve 
bought me a new tract of land and I want to go 
and see it, and a second answered, well I’ve recently 
purchased some oxen and I want to try them out, 
and a third replied, I have married me a wife and 
I cannot come. Then said Jesus, the host sent his 
servant out to invite the multitudes—the poor, the 
lame, the halt, the blind, all kinds of people, de- 
claring that those who were originally invited 
should not partake of the supper. Now, of course, 
Jesus was talking about Himself and His language 
was figurative. Our Lord came to offer a spiritual 
feast; He invited His friends to participate with 
Him; He wanted people everywhere to realize that 
they were children of God; to understand what a 
wonderful opportunity was theirs, and to appropri- 
ate the privileges of service which were offered to 
them. He longed to have close companionship with 
those who loved Him. He knew that this was a 
privilege to Him; maybe He even felt that we would 
regard it as a privilege for ourselves. Jesus offered 
men eternal salvation; He felt that was a wonderful 
offer. He was keenly conscious of the suffering, the 
heartache, the loneliness, the lostness of multitudes 
of immortal souls and He thought it was a tre- 
mendously thrilling and challenging opportunity 
and a glorious business to take part in saving those 
souls and establishing the Kingdom of God upon 
earth. He challenged men to follow Him and par- 
ticipate in that glorious feast and to develop their 
talents and to make the most of their opportunities; 
and instead of leading an empty, frustrated life, to 
use their talents in the glorious privilege of heroic, 
sacrificial, Christian service. “I am come that they 
might have life,” He said, “and that they might 
have it more abundantly”; but strangely enough, 
He found that of all the multitudes to whom He 
preached, of the hundreds and some times thou- 
sands whom He invited to join with Him, only a 
tiny handful responded. 


Good Excuses 


Now He didn’t say that all of these people were 
wicked, or that they were all going to hell. You 
will note, if you read this parable, that He didn’t 
allege that the excuses were sinful or that these 
people were evil; not at all. There was some merit 
in the reasons given for their declination. It was 
perfectly natural for a man who had bought a new 
piece of land to want to go and see it. But there 
were probably plenty of other times when he could 
do this. It is equally true, of course, that there is 
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nothing evil in going out to try some newly 
bought oxen, or a new automobile, but this is no 
excuse for not doing something bigger when the 
opportunity comes. One of the commonest excuses, 
when we are called upon to give time and strength 
to our Lord’s work, is that our energies are con- 
sumed in our domestic relationships, in our home 
life. Well, Jesus was interested in homes. He under- 
stood that mothers had certain obligations where 
little children were concerned, that husbands and 
wives needed time to know each other better and 
see something of each other. He loved to visit in 
the home of Mary and Martha and Lazarus; He 
was keenly interested in developing family life. But 
this man made his wife an excuse for not using his 
opportunity and his privilege as a son of God, as a 
co-worker of Jesus Christ, as a servant of humanity. 


Excuses Which Are Not so Good 


Sometimes our excuses are not so good. We do 
things which are evil, we know they are wrong and 
they come between us and God, but our Lord was 
always inclined to give all possible credit to every- 
body, to see all the good in them He could see, and 
the excuses which He pointed out here were valid 
up to a certain point. Yet Jesus knew that the 
Kingdom of God would never be established unless 
there were those who were willing to put God’s 
claims first. How clever we are when it comes to 
making excuses for ourselves; how imaginative and 
how resourceful! It is remarkable the things we can 
think up, supposing that we’re deceiving God and 
our fellowmen. But most anxious are we to fool 
ourselves, because we have to live with ourselves 
and we want to build up our ego. Therefore, we’re 
very clever in thinking of all kinds of excuses to 
justify ourselves in not doing what we are asked to 
do. You remember the lawyer who came to Jesus 
and said, “what shall I do to inherit eternal life?” 
And Jesus reminded him of the great command- 
ment, “Love the Lord thy God,” and so on. Then 
said the lawyer, wishing to justify himself, “And 
who is my neighbour?” Or do you recall the parable 
of the talents, where a certain man was given ten 
talents, another five talents, and another one talent? 
Now the man to whom was given one talent, when 
the Lord called upon him to render an account of 
his stewardship, didn’t say, “well, I didn’t have 
the time,” or “I wasn’t interested,” or “there was 
a weakness in myself.” Interestingly enough, he 
attacked the Lord who had given him one talent, 
saying, “I knew that you were a hard man, reaping 
where you had not sown, and gathering where you 
had not strewed; therefore, I went and buried the 
talent in the ground.” Psychologists tell us that in 
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FTER ONLY A FEW SHORT MONTHS 
A of never-more-earnest effort by college stu- 

dents, Negroes in one small town have con- 
crete evidence that young people of their own com- 
munity are genuinely interested in them. The con- 
crete effort was composed of a little dust off hot 
roads in September, a lot of praying, the power to 
influence others to a great way of thinking, and a 
new knack for laying brick! 

Faith Chapel for Negroes stands today in Clinton, 
South Carolina, as living testimony to inspiration 
from God through Assembly’s Youth Council, and 
to faith. One student’s inspiration and industry led 
to the erection of a chapel for twenty-four families 
living just two miles from the Presbyterian College 
campus. He is Frank Perry, a senior student from 
Thunderbolt, Georgia, who was president of Gen- 
eral Assembly’s Westminster Fellowship last year. 

In 1947 and 1948, Frank attended several con- 
ferences which were concerned with our church 
work among Negroes. At Assembly’s Youth Con- 
ference in Montreat, he heard Myrtis Handy tell of 
Negroes’ progress and present church needs. He 


learned further opportunities for help when he was ' 


a delegate from the Presbyterian Church, U.S., to 
the United Student Christian Council meeting at 
Lake Geneva, Wisconsin, and at the World Order 
Seminar in New York, where college students 
gathered that same year. 

Frank, vice-president of the Presbyterian College 
Ministerial Club, who is planning to become a 
missionary to Japan, determined to make his con- 
suming task for the year that of working among the 
Negroes of Clinton and preaching in areas where 
there were no churches. 

Students of Presbyterian College had been help- 
ing to organize the three chapels in the rural areas 
around Clinton, but they had seldom included 
ministering to the Negroes near by as part of their 
pre-ministerial training. 

Benson Cain, president of the campus Ministerial 
Club, grasped his fellow-student’s knowledge of the 
task before them. On a Sunday morning they both 
set out walking to the Negro residential section 
nearest Presbyterian College, planning to enlist the 
aid of the thirty-three other pre-ministerial students 
after they had made a preliminary survey. 

The area they canvassed first was inside the city 
limits. Stating clearly their purpose, the two stu- 
dents entered the homes of over sixty adults and 
children; and in the month of September they held 
Sunday-school classes in those homes, sometimes 
sixteen persons in a room. Not once did they meet 





*Director of Publicity, 


Presbyterian College, South 
Carolina. 


Clinton, 


AUGUST, 1949 


Students of a Church college, 
and members of a community, 


unite in an adventure of service. 


Tasks 
That Are 
Urgent 


and Close 


By JEAN LAYTON* 





with opposition. On bright days they held services 
optdoors. 

While other aspiring ministers on the campus 
preached regularly at other outpost chapels, Benson 
and Frank were making plans to present their prob- 
lems, and the ways to solve them, to the students 
and to adults of the community. They took their 
plan to the students, who promised utmost co- 
operation. They talked the situation over with one 
Clinton farmer who was in a position to help his 
tenants attend church. He donated the land for a 
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chapel and offered to oversee the building. Reece 
Young, the young farmer, is a deacon in the First 
Presbyterian Church of Clinton. He and the two 
students were heartily backed by a vote of the 
church session. Mr. Young turned the land deed 
over to the church. 

Work on the chapel then began. 

Frank collected $200—enough to finance a be- 
ginning of a building—from 1 P.M. to g P.M. one 
day after classes when he went on an “invitation 
tour” of Clinton. He invited the citizens of the 
town to join him in the endeavor. The entire group 
of boys was surprised when checks began coming 
from out of town. One, and then another, came 
from a man in California, a friend of an elder in 
the Clinton church. A bank account was opened in 
the name of Faith Chapel, a name given to the little 
church by vote of the Negroes who would be its 
members. 

Faculty members and students heard about a 
chapel building going up. Before Christmas a 
mathematics professor had laid the foundation ac- 
cording to Mr. Young’s specifications, with Negro 
men and young boys giving their free time gladly. 

Spring practice began after a lull for examina- 
tions, and the football team turned out to help. 
Members of the team moved beams, hammered 
windows into place, and applied the roof. Cash and 
building material were adequate. The green roof 
was completed, then the walls became white one 
day when the boys tacked on the asbestos shingles. 


Faith Chapel was nearing completion. 

On the Sunday in January that church was sched- 
uled to begin in the pretty new chapel, it rained. 
A member of the congregation, noted for her floral 
arrangements, called Mr. Young, offering to send 
down an altar bouquet. She was told that it was 
too cold to open the chapel for services as heat had 
not been installed. And so for several weeks there 
was no heat, until a man in South Carolina donated 


a gas installation using two radiant units. Pews 


were not found for a long time, so everyone in the 
little community could be seen on Sunday morn- 
ings trailing chairs from home to the newest addi- 
tion among the neat rows of frame houses. 

The Ministerial Club has not stopped with 
weekly and mid-weekly services in Faith Chapel. 
Members have canvassed most of the Negro homes 
in the town of 7,000, and find that other churches 
are needed if growing families keep filling pews and 
if the obvious needs for local Christian influence 
are to be met. 

The students all attribute their efforts to an 
outgrowth of concern felt by those present at As- 
sembly’s Youth Conference for our aims in church 
work among Negroes. Their quick, eager hearts 
were open to the work of the Lord, especially to 
His work which they found waiting in their own 
back yard. It is work such as this that our potential 
young ministers and laymen are seeking. They 
want to face tasks that are urgent and close to them. 
They want to help others find God for keeps. 





New Moderator of the General Assembly of the Presbyterian Church, U.S. 


Mr. W. E. Price, ruling elder in the Myers 
Park Presbyterian Church, Charlotte, 
North Carolina, and newly elected Mod- 
erator of the General Assembly of the 
Presbyterian Church, U. S., accepts the 
gavel from the retiring Moderator, Rev. 
C. Darby Fulton, D. D., at the opening 
session of the 89th General Assembly at 
Montreat, North Carolina. RNS Photo 
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Do you realize that within the boundaries of our 
Church there are almost four million Negroes 
twelve years of age and over who are not asso- 
ciated with any church? 


Negro Work in Our Church 


By ALEX. R. BATCHELOR* 


An Assembly Committee 


S a result of the study of an ad interim com- 
mittee appointed in 1946 by our General 
Assembly, the following recommendation 

was adopted: “That work among the Negroes in 
the Presbyterian Church, U. S., be made the respon- 
sibility of a Committee appointed for this purpose 
by the General Assembly.” This action has had a 
wholesome effect upon Negro Work. It has served 
to keep the work before the membership of our 
Church in a way more definitely worthy of the 
magnitude of the task. The response by the Church 
has justified the conviction that Presbyterians are 
interested in the Negroes of our Southland and 
want to do their part in reaching them for Christ 
and His Church. Negro ministers and workers have 
been encouraged by this action of the Assembly. 
They are proud of their Church and its proposed 
program of service for their race. 


Work for Negroes 


First of all your Committee would dramatize to 
the Church the vision of the millions of Negroes in 
the South who have not been reached by the 
Church. The last available statistics indicate that 
there are over ten million Negroes in the area 
served by our Church. There are almost four million 
Negroes twelve years of age and over who are not 
associated with any church. This has been -called 
America’s number one Home Mission task. 

Our Church wants to meet its part of the respon- 
sibility for reaching this group. Presbyteries and 
local churches are taking a new interest in this chal- 
lenge. Three presbyteries in Mississippi have taken 





*Rev. Alex. R. Batchelor, Secretary of the Assembly's Committee 
on Negro Work, Atlanta, Georgia. 
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definite steps toward the establishment of a Presby- 
terian Church within their bounds. Many com- 
munities are asking for help in taking this same 
step. The door of opportunity in Negro evangelism 
is wide open. We are only limited by our inability 
to take advantage of privileges. A little over a year 
ago, Jackson, Mississippi, built a lovely chapel and 
called one of our ministers, Rev. W. J. Gipson, to 
work among the Negroes of the community. At 
that time, there were no Negro Presbyterians in 
Jackson. Today, a church has been organized with 
a fine group of officers and members. This is an 
example of what is being done in other communi- 
ties. Our Church has a program which appeals to 
the Negroes of our day. This program is evangelistic. 
Several of our Negro churches have had good re- 
sults from visitation evangelism; this program trains 
in church service. The leaders of our Assembly’s 
committees are generous in giving of their time and 
interest in the needs of Snedecor Memorial Synod, 
its presbyteries and churches. This program pro- 
vides services for the lives of individuals and for 
the community. 


Work with Negroes 

We do not think of Negro Work as a great prob- 
lem only; Negro Work is work with people. They 
have been called “our brothers in black.” Any 
problems which we face must be considered by both 
races. Only as the Christian leadership of both races 
gets together can we hope to find a way of life for 
our Southland that is Christian. There are those 
who feel that the day of co-operation between the 
races is past, and that there is nothing left but 
bitterness and strife. In our Church, we do not be- 
lieve that day has come. We propose to see that it 
never does come. 
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Rev. L. W. Bottoms says, “You have the ‘know- 
how.’ We have the desire to do. We need to work 
together as servants of Christ so you can give us 
the benefit of your knowledge and experience.” 
With this in mind the ministers of both races are 
working together toward a better understanding of 


each other and for a more effective effort in Negro 
Work. 


Work by Negroes 


The Committee on Negro Work is committed to 
a policy of development of Negro leadership. 
Negroes must be taught to trust their own leader- 
ship. We must train the type of leadership that will 
be worthy of the respect of our Church member- 
ship, both white and colored. Our ministry to the 
growing group of educated Negroes is a challenge 
to our Church. Education for the Negro is no longer 
a question. The question is whether or not we can 
train a Christian leadership adequate for the days 
which are ahead. Christian education for the 
Negroes of our Southland is an essential. We have 
come to the Kingdom for such a time as this. 


Stillman College 


Stillman College is our only educational institu- 
tion for Negroes. This college is delightfully located 
on one hundred and fifty acres of fine farm land 
on the outskirts of Tuscaloosa, Alabama. Dr. Samuel 
B. Hay is president of Stillman and is enlisting a 
strong faculty to help in this great educational task. 
Stillman has a tradition which roots back almost 
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Men’s Council at Stillman, 1948 


seventy-five years into the concern of Presbyterians 
for the education of the Negro. Stillman is serving 
the present with an active religious program. The 
Religious Education Department under the leader- 
ship of Miss Myrtle Williamson furnishes student 
Bible teachers for secondary public schools. In 
preparation for a Visitation Evangelism ‘Training 
School for the Ministers of Snedecor Memorial 
Synod, the Stillman students canvassed the entire 
Negro population of Tuscaloosa and prepared a 
complete list of those who were not Christians. 

Stillman has plans for the future which will give 
us a college worthy of the educational need of our 
day and of the respect and support of our Church. 

Stillman is the summer conference center of 
Snedecor Memorial Synod. During the month of 
August, conferences are held for young people, 
women, and men. 


Christian Conferences for Negro Youth 


In an effort to take additional steps to reach the 
future leadership of the Negro race, the Men’s 
Council of the Assembly has adopted a service 
project called “Christian Conferences for Negro 
Youth.” An attractive folder in their “Jobs for 
Men” series has been prepared by the men of the 
Assembly. Four of these conferences will be held 
during the summer of 1949, in Virginia, Georgia, 
Florida, and Louisiana. Delegates are selected from 
the upper bracket of high school students. In this 
way we are reaching for Christ a group of future 
college students and leaders of the Negro people. 
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Services for Negro Women 


The Women of our Church have long held a 
position of leadership in their service for the Negro 
race. In most of our synods, conferences of Negro 
women are held. Each year a leadership school for 
our Presbyterian women is conducted at Stillman 
College. 

Using the leadership trained in these conferences, 
the Women of Snedecor Memorial Synod have 
formed their first synodical organization. This or- 
ganization is the fruit of many years of planning 
and marks a distinct advance in Women’s Work. 


Men-at-Stillman Conference 


The Third Annual Men-at-Stillman Conference 
will be held at Stillman, August 5-8, 1949. These 
conferences provide training for Negro laymen in 
the work of our Church. A Men’s Council has been 
organized. Under the leadership of Mr. Alvin Lowe, 
president, this Council has conducted presbytery 


Officers of St. Andrews and 

John Calvin Presbyterian 

Churches, Nashville, Tennes- 

see, starting Visitation Evan- 
gelism 


conferences and planned the program for the con- 
ference at Stillman. 


Finances 


The Assembly’s Committee on Negro Work 
enters its third year without debt. We are entering 
our first normal year with the assurance that those 
who responded to our emergency appeals will now 
provide regular support. Five per cent,of Assembly 
Benevolences has been designated for this work. 
This should enable us to meet our budget needs. 
We would call attention to three projects which 
may appeal to interested friends: The Church and 
Manse Fund for improvement of property; The 
Scrivnor Fund for the education of ministers; and 
Stillman College Scholarship Fund for the educa- 
tion of Christian leaders. 

God has called our Church to a special service 
to the Negroes of this day. We enter the days ahead 
conscious of the responsibility of great opportunity. 
We pray that He may enable us to take advantage 
of every privilege in service. 


1948 Woman’s Training School at Stillman. At this meeting the first Synodical organization was perfected 
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Seniors at Pres.-Mex. School 


Presbyterian School for Mexican Girls 


By BERTA MURRAY* 


HE senior class of the Presbyterian School 
Tec: Mexican Girls numbers sixteen for 1948-49. 

This is the largest class in the history of the 
school and has been outstanding in many ways. 
The valedictorian of the senior class in the Taft 
High School is a member of the senior class at 
Pres.-Mex. 

Honors, in the way of prizes for essays, have been 
awarded to two of the seniors, and two members of 
the class have served as secretaries to the principal 
and to the superintendent of the Taft schools. Six 
girls from this class have made the honor roll. 








49 Senior Class 





MINERVA GUARJARDO 
from Anahuac, N.L., 
Mexico 


Minerva comes from 
a fine Christian family 
in Mexico, and she has 
shown fine leadership 
qualities since her first 
year. Last year she was 
elected president of the 
Student Council. She is 
an “A” student and ex- 
pects to continue her 
studies in Oklahoma 
Presbyterian College. 
She plans to go into 
mission work as God 
opens the way. He has ’ 
given her some fine friends, Mr. and Mrs. Wetter 
and Mr. and Mrs. Dansby, from Bryan, Texas. 





*Miss Berta Murray is president of the Presbyterian School for 
Mexican Girls, Taft, Texas. 
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Goria YANEZ from 
Mexico City, Mexico 


Miss Eufemia Man- 
jarrez, a friendship stu- 
dent of the Women of 
the Church, brought 
Gloria to _ Pres.-Mex. 
four years ago. Gloria 
has shown fine leader- 
ship qualities in many 
phases of school life. 
She was chosen to do 
caravan work with Miss 
Beatriz Ferandez last 
summer and the experi- 
ence meant much to- 
ward her development. 
Kind friends have made 
it possible for her to study in the States and she 
has recognized the responsibility for making good. 
“For loving friends and teachers, for their bringing 
me nearer to God, and for the knowledge I have 
acquired, I am grateful to Pres.-Mex.” 
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HELEN PEREZ from 
Dallas, Texas 

The school is grate- 
ful for the fine loyalty 
of Helen, who could 
have gone to a city pub- 
lic school in Dallas, but 
who preferred to grad- 
uate from Pres.-Mex. be- 
cause of its Christian 
atmosphere. Helen has a 
position waiting for her 
when she finishes her 
business course. “I am 
grateful to Pres.-Mex. 
for the happy experi- 
ences that I have shared 
with my classmates.” 





Lucita GRAILLET 
from Dallas, Texas. 


Lucila is the “littlest 
and the largest” girl in 
the graduating class this 
year. She is only fifteen 
years old, but she has 
brought honor to our 
school by becoming the 
valedictorian of the sen- 
ior class in the Taft 
High School. Lucila will 
now have an _ oppor- 
tunity to go on to col- 
lege. Her ambition is to 
be a pharmacist. She 
has said, “I am grateful 
for the abundant oppor- 


tunities offered at Pres.-Mex. for the betterment 
of our spiritual and mental life.” 








CrisTINA ELIZoONDO 
from Alamo, Texas. 

Cristina found Christ 
and accepted Him as 
her Saviour after she 
came to Pres.-Mex. She 
has been here six years. 
She hopes to continue 
her education at the 
Junior College of Edin- 
burg, Texas, and help 
her father as _ book- 
keeper in his business. 
“I am grateful to Pres.- 
Mex. for the knowledge 
of Jesus Christ and for 
the Christian friendships 
that I have made here.” 








Oxica Lopez PapRON 
from Matamoros, 
Tamps., Mexico 

Olga is a very happy 
Christian who, by her 
life, has served well in 
leading girls to Christ. 
She is an excellent stu- 
dent and we know that 
Miss Robinson will en- 
joy having her as a stu- 
dent in Oklahoma Pres- 
byterian College next 
year. Her comment on 
what Pres.-Mex. means 
to her was, “I am thank- 
ful for the spiritual 
and intellectual advance- 
ment as well as for the 








many Christian friends that I have found here.” 

















CARMEN Lopez from 
Kingsville, Texas 

Carmen comes from 
the families of Lopena, 
the little town that has 
contributed much to 
leadership in Tex.-Mex. 


and  Pres.-Mex. Her 
Christian spirit and 
loyalty to the church 
have meant much to the 
life on the campus. She 
united with the church 
after she came to Pres.- 
Mex. “I am grateful to 
Pres.-Mex. for the 
knowledge of Jesus 
Christ, which I did not 


Maria Garcia from 
LaFeria, Texas 


Maria came to Pres.- 
Mex. two years ago. She 
accepted Christ as her 
Saviour during her first 
year and she has been 
a constant witness for 
Him ever since. She 
will work in a doctor’s 
office this summer and 
expects to enter nurse’s 
training. “I appreciate 
Pres.-Mex. for the knowl- 
edge of the Bible and 
for Christian  fellow- 
ship.” 





have before coming to the school six years ago.” 













CELIA MARRUFFO 
from Sanderson, Texas 

Celia is our little 
senior who loves the 
wide open spaces. She 
has manifested this de- 
sire for freedom in her 
life at Pres.-Mex. She 
loves books and_ her 
work in the library has 
made her want to be a 
librarian. She wants to 
work this summer so 
that she will be able to 
go to college. She is 
grateful to American 
friends who have made 
it possible for her to 








spend three years at Pres.-Mex. 





BEATRIZ ORTEGA 
from Allende, Coah., 
Mexico 


Beatriz is that quiet, 
dignified senior who has 
won the respect of teach- 
ers and students alike. 
She is interested in a 
business career and plans 
to go to Oklahoma Pres- 
byterian College to take 
her college work. Beatriz 
has been president of 
the Stamp Collectors’ 
Club. She has brought 
honor to our school by 
winning first place in a 
contest sponsored by 





Cuca RopriGuEz 
from Taft, Texas 

Cuca comes from a 
family where the father’s 
people are Protestants 
and the mother is a 
Catholic. Everyone ad- 
mires Cuca’s fine Chris- 
tian spirit, and we are 
hoping that she_ will 
unite with the Presby- 
terian Church some day. 
She says, “I am grateful 
to Pres.-Mex. for many 
things, but especially for 
the knowledge that it 
has given me of Chris- 
tianity.” 








the Elks Club of Corpus Christi. The topic for her 
essay was, “How Democracy Works.” 


Noemi RAMIREZ from 
Del Rio, Texas 


Noemi is another of 
the daughters of Rev. 
S. G. Ramirez of our 
Texas-Mexican Presby- 
tery. She is interested in 
commerce and will be 
another student for 
Oklahoma Presbyterian 
College next year. “I am 
grateful to Pres.-Mex. 
for the numberless ex- 
periences which I have 
had during these past 
four years. I am grateful 
for the Christian fellow- 
ship I received from the 
Bible classes to further 











Exipa MartINngEs from 
Kingsville, Texas. 

Elida’s determination 
to get an education has 
been a great help to her. 
She has spent five years 
at Pres.-Mex., and it 
has been interesting to 
watch her develop and 
grow. She was elected 
president of her senior 
class which shows how 
very popular she is with 
her classmates. She has 
worked in the summer 
to help pay her expenses 
during the years in 
school and we have been 


able to help her with the “Edleen Begg Scholar- 
ship.” She wants to go to college, but feels that she 
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the Gospel of Christ.” 


RosEMARY WILBURN 
from Corpus Christi, 
Texas 


Rosemary is that little 
girl who would not let 
us rest four years ago 
until we accepted her 
as a student. She has 
brought honor to Pres.- 
Mex. by being selected 
to act as secretary to 
Mr. Carter, the principal 
of Taft High School. 
She has been the soloist 
in our Pres.-Mex. choir 
this year. 











must work to help her little brother stay in school. 
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ENRIQUETA LEAL 
from Matamoros, 
Tamps., Mexico 


Enriqueta is an ex- 
ample of what Christ 
can do in the life of a 
young girl. She says that 
she does not know why 
she came to Pres.-Mex., 
but that she is sure God 
had a purpose in direct- 
ing her. She has been 
here five years. She is 
a very friendly, happy 
person and will be a wit- 
ness for the Master when 
she returns to her home. 
“IT am thankful because 
of the opportunity God gave me to come to Pres.- 
Mex. where I found Him and where I met Chris- 
tian people who helped me to become a Christian.” 








SONIA MARTINEZ bs 
from Matamoros, 
Tamps., Mexico 





Sonia has discovered 
many things since she 
came to Pres.-Mex. five 
years ago. She found 
Christ to be her Saviour 
and she united with the 
Presbyterian Church. 
She brought her little 
sister, America, who 
united with the church 
at Easter time. Sonia is 
our senior artist and 
many of the things that 
you buy from the craft 
department were made 
by Sonia. She has directed the recreation on the 
campus this year. She says, “I am grateful for Chris- 
tian friendships at Pres.-Mex. 





Some Suggestions for Prayer 


Is anything too hard for the Lord? 
—Genesis 18:14 
Ah Lord God! behold, thou hast made the 
heaven and the earth by thy great power... 
there is nothing too hard for thee. 
—Jeremiah 32:17 


“We have the greatest power available to us 
through prayer.” 


Let us pray: 

With thanksgiving to God for the evidence of a 
growing concern for people who are outside 
of the Church, and for the dawning of a 
new day in evangelistic fervor, as we ask 
Him to put a new spirit within us. 

For the ministers of our Church that those who 
preach may have power in proclaiming the 
unsearchable riches of Christ and those who 
are on vacations this month may have their 
very souls refreshed by God—pray for your 
own minister. 

For our missionaries at home and abroad with 
praise to God for their faithful witness, 
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power, and grace—and especially for God’s 
peace and power to protect the heart and 
life of those in the danger zones of Commu- 
nist dominated territory. 

For the spirit of love and of power to fill our 
youth who have volunteered for mission 
service. 

For God’s presence and power to be felt by all 
the Negro women of our Assembly who 
gather in their Assembly-wide Training 
School at Stillman; that all who lead them 
may be led of God. 

For God’s clear leading in all plans for the As- 
sembly-wide Evangelistic Advance and for 
His spirit to guide the people of our Church 
—to guide you to take your place in this 
great effort to claim for Christ all the people 
of our Southland. 

“Restore unto me the joy of thy salvation; and 
uphold me with thy free spirit. Then will I 
teach transgressors thy ways; and sinners 
shall be converted unto thee.” 

—Psalm 51:12-13. 


365 














Graduates at Oklahoma Presbyterian College. Front row, left to right: Celia Sanchez, Celia Laguna, Bettye Su Cage, Irma 
Dean Lusk, Ina Faye McCown, Ruby Edwards. Second row, left to right: Sarah Barnoski, Eula Battise, Pin Kim Lee; 
Dorothy Gourley, Oneita Wilson, Virginia Redman, Miss Robinson. 


TWELVE JEWELS 


Graduates at Oklahoma Presbyterian College 


twelve, the twelve seniors at the Oklahoma 

Presbyterian College for the year 1948-49 can- 
not be compared to the twelve patriarchs. Neither 
do they form a perfect unity as the number twelve 
does in the book of Revelation. We like, though, 
to compare these girls to the twelve jewels in the 
priest’s breastplate. 

These girls came to us after they had received 
some polishing—from their homes, from other 
schools, and from Christian leaders in churches. 
During their days at O. P. C. as the cutting and 
polishing were going on, we have seen lovely new 
facets of character appear as they developed in 
Christian grace. We have seen expressions change, 
habits change, spirits change, appearances change. 

One of these seniors from Mexico City, speaking 
of what O. P. C. has meant to her, says: 


[ thinking of the symbolism of the number 


Now that I have reached the end of my career, on recollect- 
ing my experiences up here, I find myself without words to 
express my acknowledgment to O. P. C. To me, O. P. C. is 
not just an educational institution where I acquired a Chris- 
tian and scientific knowledge; it is something beyond what I 
could describe. It is my home, it is my American home, where 
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Miss Robinson and Mrs. Teasley have been my spiritual 
mothers and the girls my spiritual sisters, making in this way 
our O. P. C. family, with its sorrows and joys as in any other 
family. 


Nobody can appreciate and understand what I am saying, 
and I can only tell you that now that I am going back home, 
I shall always be thankful to O. P. C., for I am taking with 
me what I did not bring. 


To us, the thing that Celia is taking back with 
her which she did not bring is the polish of a true 
Christian experience. 

The grinding, buffing, and polishing which has 
gone on here at O. P. C. with these seniors has not 
created perfect gems, but for the most part the girls 
carry away a beauty of character and a luster of 
spirit which warms our hearts and makes us hope- 
ful for their futures. We pray that each will shed 
the light of Christ more richly because she has had 
Christian training and Christian experiences such 
as Celia refers to in her words of appreciation. 

Whatever has been achieved in the lives of these 
twelve graduates can be attributed only to the 
Spirit of Christ at work in the hearts of both staff 
members and student body. 
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These twelve girls, representing four different 
races, will serve in many capacities, such as teach- 
ers, Christian homemakers, laboratory technicians, 
artists, business women, and home missionaries. 

At the alumnae banquet recently held on the 
campus, it was an inspiration to see the seriousness 
in the faces of these girls as they made this pledge 
in the initiation ceremony: 


“IT promise with the help of God to be true to 
those principles of Christian living which I know 
to be right in the sight of God.” 


If you had been present on this occasion, you 
would be able to understand how the staff members 
of O. P. C. can say with Cornelia, “These are my 
jewels.” 





Rabun Gap-Nacoochee School 


By R. H. PHILP* 


HE twenty-three young people in the picture 

have completed their high school work this 

spring. Some of them have been at Rabun 
Gap-Nacoochee for their entire high school course, 
others for only two or three years; but all have had 
the opportunity of spending these formative years 
in an atmosphere conducive to their best physical, 
mental, and spiritual development. Seed is being 
sown in the hearts and minds of these and other 
students which we know will yield a rich harvest 
in the years to come. 

Through the help of the school’s loyal friends 
and through their own labors, many of these boys 
and girls have had a much better opportunity than 
they possibly could have had otherwise. 

Nearly half of the group will continue their edu- 
cation in college. Some will be helped in this 
through the School’s College Scholarship plan, or 
through the Loan Fund. With the good high school 
preparation received here, their prospects of success 
are bright. 

The discipline of having carried the responsi- 
bility for a share of their own support has en- 
couraged in them a sense of duty and a self-con- 
fidence that will serve them well anywhere. 

The influence of Christian teachers and the 
emphasis placed on spiritual things has given them 
an insight into life’s true values which few young 
people of this generation have. 

It is the purpose of Rabun Gap-Nacoochee 
School to enlarge and extend its influence to the 





*Mr. R. H. Philp is principal of the Rabun Gap-Nacoochee 
School, Rabun Gap, Georgia. 
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Graduating Class, Rabun Gap-Nacoochee School 


limit of its capacity, so that what has been done in 
a measure for these may be done to the fullest 
extent for many boys and girls of this area. 

The boarding high school is open to intelligent 
and purposeful boys and girls who need to go away 
from home to school. Its fire-proof, steam-heated 
dormitories provide comfortable living quarters 
and are under the supervision of competent house- 
mothers. Expenses are kept at such a low figure 
that with his own labor and the help of scholar- 
ship funds, the School’s opportunities are put within 
the reach of any ambitious boy or girl of high 
school age and grade. 
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“Buenos Dias” and “Mil Gracias” 





HE 1949 graduates of the Texas-Mexican In- 

dustrial Institute greet you with “buenos dias” 

and “mil gracias’—good day and a thousand 
thanks—because they have had good days at Tex.- 
Mex. and they are thankful to you for their school 
which has helped them look forward to good days 
ahead. These eight young men are quite typical of 
the Tex.-Mex. group. They come from homes as 
far north as Dallas and as far south as Mexico City. 
One has been at the school seven years, three of 
them for six years, two for four years, and one each 
for five and three years. They have engaged in al- 
most every part of the industrial training and work 
at the school—printing, farming, dairying, cooking, 
plumbing, building, etc. Naturally their ages are a 
bit above the average for the school, since they are 
finishing their course. They range from 17 to 23 
years. Many Tex.-Mex. boys get their chance for 
an. education a little later than others. 

During their days in this school they have been 
taught to study, to dream, to work, and to worship. 
They have heard their leaders say, “Dreams are 
wonderful—if you put concrete foundations under 
them.” They have seen some dreams come true, as 
they studied and worked. They have helped to 
make some of those dreams of the school come 
true, as they helped to build new houses on the 
campus. Receiving a high school diploma is the 





*Rev. S. Brooks McLane is president of Texas-Mexican Industrial 
Institute, Kingsville, Texas. 
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1949 graduates of the Texas-Mexi- 
can Industrial Institute 


By S. BROOKS McLANE* 


realization of a dream toward which they have 
worked. So all of these eight dream of going on to 
college as a greater step toward their dream careers. 
We hope they put concrete under these dreams. 

Tex.-Mex. is a Christian school. All eight grad- 
uates are Christians. Five of the eight became 
Christians at Tex.-Mex., and one made his decision 
for the Christian ministry at the school. 

As you look at their picture, meet the young men. 
Standing, at the left is Manuel Cantu, who has 
learned to be a linotype operator at Tex.-Mex., but 
dreams of the day when he will be a medical doctor. 
Next is Abel Altamirano, who went directly from 
Tex.-Mex. to Schreiner Institute to work for col- 
lege days. Gilberto Vazquez is the veteran of his 
class, having been at Tex.-Mex. seven years; he 
dreams of a business career. Edmundo Perez, born 
in Texas, but now a resident of Mexico, has proven 
himself one of the best mechanics on the campus. 
He hopes to become a Diesel technician. 

On the front row, left, is Arcadio Areola, chief 
dairyman at Tex.-Mex., who dreams of being an 
engineer. Carlos Buck plans to enter Austin College 
in the fall. He dreams of being a minister among 
his people. He has been a member of the quartet 
that participated in services in South Texas churches 
the past year. Next is Moises Castillo, who has 
helped to feed his schoolmates, but dreams of being 
an architect. Last is Oscar Valdez. He went directly 
to Schreiner Institute with Abel. Both of them 
dream of careers as civil engineers. 
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The reasons our young people give for choosing a Christian college. 


The Teacher Ranks High 


of the Church college? 

Each year, over two hundred high school 
seniors, members of our Presbyterian Church, U.S., 
write essays on the general theme, “Why Attend a 
Christian College?” This is one requirement in the 
Competitive Scholarship Contest. Many reasons are 
advanced; two, which are among those appearing 
most often in these papers, refer to the faculties of 
these institutions: 


W cits do thoughtful young people expect 


1. That faculty members are carefully selected 
on the basis not only of scholarship, but also 
of Christian character. 

2. That these colleges are small enough for a 
friendly, personal relationship to exist between 
professor and student. 


The following paragraphs, selected from the 
essays of four of the twenty young people to whom 
awards were made in the 1949 Contest, deal with 
various aspects of the proposition that the Church 
college furnishes opportunities for contact with 
scholarly, friendly, Christian teachers and leaders. 


“In choosing a college we want one that offers 
the best in scholastic standards, sound guidance, 
high ideals, and true fellowship. On spending the 
week end with a college friend recently, I was happy 
to find that life on a Christian college campus 
definitely does include all four of the standards. 
After attending several classes and meeting mem- 
bers of the faculty, I became convinced that these 
men and women not only were top-grade teachers, 
well trained in their particular fields of study, but 
also were conscientious Christian leaders with a 
well-rounded outlook on life. They seem well aware 
of the statement made by Henry Churchill King, 
‘Character is caught, not taught,’ and they are 
setting an example worthy of being followed by the 
many young students who are looking to them for 
guidance.”—MARGARET MCRAE. 
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“The careful choice of teachers reduces, to a great 
extent, the possibility of misrepresentation of facts 
or the introduction of unfounded theories, by 
which young people are so easily misled. Their 
adventurous minds are attracted by that which is 
new and apparently promising because their judg- 
ment is based on limited experience only. I believe 
I speak for almost every adolescent when I say that 
we need teachers who will help us distinguish be- 
tween falsity and truth, and who will gently direct, 
not force, us into the right paths.”—MARGARET 
MAIER. 


“What makes the Christian spirit so apparent in 
our Church institutions? Perhaps the smallness of 
the schools is one factor. As a rule they are rela- 
tively small compared to other student bodies which 
are measured in thousands. On the campus of the 
small college, young people come in closer contact 
with the great Christian leaders of our Church and 
world who visit the school. A personal conversation 
with a great speaker can change the entire course 
of a person’s life, while a speech may be lost entirely 
on the one who needs it most.”—BELLE NEEL 
MILLER. 


“The practicality of Christian education has been 
most strongly ‘illustrated to me not in its theory 
but in its results. Such results are singularly 
exemplified in ‘my most unforgettable character.’ 
He is one of my preparatory school professors whom 
I shall call Mr. Jones. His everyday life shows his 
outstanding qualities more than does his excellent 
ability as a teacher. In the classroom his instruction 
includes more than just his subject; he instills in 
his students a desire to work and to learn. Most 
important in the life of Mr. Jones is the example 
he sets for others. He is one of those unusual people 
who make their ideals of unselfishness into living 
reality. Through his career—teaching in a Christian 
school—he re-creates in others his own high type 
of idealism, which is in itself a product of Christian 
education.” —JOHN M. ALEXANDER, JR. 
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By VERLIE SMITH* 








enjoyed by children wherever they are held. 

With enthusiasm equaling or even surpassing 
that of American children, boys and girls in France 
hurried along the road in the early morning to get 
to their class on time. Happy comments were ex- 
changed about the delightful experiences that had 
already been enjoyed. 

No wonder excitement was prevalent everywhere. 
The room in the back of the church had been given 
a thorough three-day cleaning. In place of scattered 
festival decorations, pictures of happy children had 
been tacked to form a border along the wall. These 
large pictures, 13 x 18 inches in size, portrayed 
children from various lands, sharing with others, 
worshiping in their own ways, gathering flowers out 
in God’s beautiful outdoors, wondering at the 
beauty of the stars, resting in the shade of the trees, 
or enjoying the fruits of their land. Beside the 
door as one entered was a browsing table filled with 
lovely books. The books were there to be used; 
their pictures were bright and colorful, their print- 
ing was clear and vivid, and the backs were bound 
for handling. The neat and attractive arrangement 
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Daily Vacation 


of the table drew the attention of the eye. Without 
urging, when a child entered, he walked over, picked 
up a book, and joined the other children at the 
large table at the back of the room, there con- 
tentedly to digest the messages of the pages. The 
backless benches had been arranged in a semi- 
circle in the front of the room facing a worship 
table. To be sure the table was covered with wrap- 
ping paper, but no one noticed that, for the picture 
of that day’s Bible story stood erect as if to say, “I 
can help, too.” 

The clean atmosphere of the room made one for- 
get that the tables were planks put upon wooden 
horses, that the benches were uncomfortable, or 
even that there was no piano in the room. The sing- 
ing was melodious, and the interest and enthusiasm 
of teachers and children made up for limited equip- 
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The children of France respond enthusiastically to a daily vacation 
Bible school put on by American volunteers. 


ment. All were having a wonderful time together. 

The first days were spent in talking about the 
beautiful and wonderful gifts God has given to us. 
After we had discussed many good gifts, someone 
suggested children. This led us to conclude that re- 
gardless of race, color, or creed, God loves all 
equally. What our clothes are like, what kinds of 
food we eat, or what language we speak is immate- 
rial with Him. He loves all children. 

We had decided that any activity we undertook 
should have a purpose and be useful. The plain 
glass windows of our room let in so much light that 
we were working in a glare. Thus we decided to 
make stained glass windows portraying the children 
of the world in many colors for the various window- 
panes. Children of Italy, China, Japan, Russia, 
America, France, Holland, India, and other coun- 
tries, were used until all the panes were carefully 
shaded. This added greatly to the worshipful at- 
mosphere of the room, and to the children’s joy in 
creating something and in making their room look 
like a church. It also made them feel that they were 
a part of the great family of God. 

Numbers kept increasing as the children told their 
playmates of this new kind of school, of the Ameri- 


story, recreation, and activity were all combined in 
a day’s program to help the child see, feel, and ex- 
perience that God is near each of us and is ready 
to help us in all things. 

“Who came to the school?” do you ask? Colette, a 
brown-eyéd girl of nine years, was our first pupil. 
She had left her home in Lyon to come to Le Cham- 
bon with her mother for a rest. Very solemnly she 
walked in each morning, carrying two huge baskets 
of pine cones. Her mother had told her that if they 
remained in Le Chambon for a while there would 
be chores for both of them to do. Her task would 
be to gather pine cones for fuel, and so there would 
not be time to attend the daily vacation Bible school. 
But Colette arose earlier than usual, gathered her 
pine cones, brought them to the Bible school in 
order to save an extra trip home, and never missed 
a day’s session. Her pride was in doing work well. 
She never cut a piece of paper without first measur- 
ing it carefully, nor began writing a sentence with- 
out completing it. 

Robert and Jean were brothers. There were 
thirteen in the family, so brothers and sisters con- 
tinued to be added to the classes throughout the 
time of the school. We were told that Jean was a 
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can teachers (who hardly spoke French) and of the 
various fascinating materials with which they could 
work. 

Faces shone with delight as colored pencils, cray- 
olas, and paints were set out on the tables and the 
children were told to use them. Tense nerves relaxed 
as hands and arms delved into finger paints; satis- 
fying sensations were felt as the creative images be- 
gan to form. They covered boxes with paper they 
had colored or finger painted, and made handles 
from American mop strings. Thrills of delight fol- 
lowed when parents expressed joy over these gift 
boxes, made by their own son or daughter. 

This type of activity was only a minor part of our 
vacation Bible school program. Each separate unit 
was developed around the central theme, Les enfants 
de dieu (God’s children). The hymns, scripture, 
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problem child at home. But from the first he liked 
the Bible stories and listened attentively to each 
one. He came back in the afternoon to help get 
materials ready for the next day. Soon Jean was 
taking part in the children’s worship program which 
was conducted after recess each day. The father 
noted a change in Jean and remarked about the 
difference to some other men in town. These men 
in turn sent their problem sons to school. We felt 
our time was all too short to help some of these 
children overcome the insecurity, fear, and prej- 
udice hidden deep in their minds. Children must 
be free in order to love, to share, and to develop as 
God intended they should. 

Four children, Jean Claude, Joel, Crespin, and 
Michel, came to school with sad faces day after day. 
Their clothes were clean, but faded and worn. At 
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work or play, no smiles shone upon their expres- 
sions. Always the same placid, downcast look. ‘This 
haunted me continually. Children should never look 
like this! Regardless of what we did, these children 
seemed afraid and were very cold and distant. No 
wonder, when we look into the depths of horror 
already experienced in their young lives. Bombs 
and shells had broken near them. Their own father 
had been tortured for five days and finally shot be- 
fore their own eyes, because he would not render 
information to the enemy during the war. 

In various ways we tried to love our way into 
these sad hearts. Little by little they began to trust 
us enough to visit with us. At our closing session 
we made two of the older boys ushers, and for the 
first time they smiled. It was like sunbeams spark- 
ling on the morning dew. That experience alone 
was worth my trip to Europe and all the money 
I put into the project. 

Friendship is better than food or clothing. Friend- 
ship brings happiness to lonely hearts, eliminates 
misunderstandings, and banishes hatreds. Children 
are always ready to love other children. Peace may 
be obtained by reaching the children and training 
them before prejudices can develop. Oh, that we 
could reach all the children of the world with a 
true program of Christian education! 

We found these children of France eager for in- 
struction. The parents were in sympathy with the 
work. The ministers were ready to be learners. ‘The 
entire village was interested. 

Almost every day some minister or religious 
worker came to observe our school. I shall never 
forget the interest of Monsieur Odet Reboul, a 
young man under twenty from Valence, France. He 
rode a bicycle over forty miles just to visit the 
school and see how the children responded to the 
program. Monsieur Odet plans to devote his life to 
religious education provided he can get the neces- 
sary training. 

Jacques Lubetzki, a young minister, spent an en- 
tire day with us in the school. His remark was, “I 
never thought it could be done!” His reference was 
to our relating Bible stories to daily life. He took 
notes of our every action, and commented on how 
easily we taught, either standing, sitting, or walk- 
ing while the children responded as readily to one 
position as to the other. All this seemed strange to 
one used only to a very formal way of teaching. We 
heard Jater that he was telling others how we were 
teaching and how surprisingly much the children 
were learning. “They teach a whole day on one 
topic,” he said. It was new to him to have the songs, 
scripture, stories, games, pictures, and activity all 
correlated. The day he was there we were thinking 
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about how to help others: Jesus helped, the disciples 
helped, friends help, nations help, we may help. 
The games were so arranged that the older children 
helped the younger ones. His request was, “If 
schools of this nature are held in France next year, 
could someone come and conduct one in our town? 
If that is not possible, could some people from our 
city come to observe wherever it may be held?” 

But alas, how difficult! In fact the whole project 
is difficult. The materials that we had to use were 
written in English and with American people and 
their needs in mind. Adapting these materials to 
meet French needs is next to impossible. What in 
life that is worth while is not hard? Materials in 
their own language and meeting their own needs 
must be written, and the sooner we start the sooner 
their needs will be met. 

Madame Reginer, a cultured French woman from 
Paris, was in Le Chambon for the summer. She 
was a Catholic by faith, but volunteered her services 
as a translator. She came to school everyday and 
worked diligently. She would retell the stories to the 
children or to the adults who might come in to 
visit the school. At the close of the school, we told 
Madame Reginer that we wished there was some 
way of expressing our gratitude for all she had done 
to help make the school a success. Her reply was, 
“You thank me! I thank you for all I have been 
privileged to hear. This is the first time I have ever 
had a chance to hear the Bible stories. Now I can 
tell what I have learned to my granddaughter and 
she will be pleased.” Madame Reginer said further 
that if a school of this nature was held in France 
next year she would be glad to come and help as 
an interpreter. 

One more word about our staff. There were two 
other volunteers from America beside myself work- 
ing in the project. Mae Beck from St. Louis gave 
of her time and money to help in the project. Since 
we needed another helper, Doris Agnes from Con- 
necticut, who was in Europe attending the Inter- 
national Work Camp, helped in the mornings with 
the actual teaching. Christine Fay, a local French 
girl who plans to be an English teacher, helped 
with the smaller children. 

This group made a small beginning. Many, many 
others need to find a way of sharing in the im- 
portant work of helping the youth of Europe re- 
ceive Christian teaching and learn to be friends 
with one another. 


“Lift up your eyes, and look on the fields; for 
they are white already to harvest,’ were our Mas- 
ter’s words. The children of Europe would love 
Him, if someone took the time to tell them. 
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THE FAITH WE LIVE BY 


(Theme for the Year) 


A LIVING FAITH— 
1. What is Faith? 
2. Experience Proves Faith 


IN WHOM ?— 
3. God Our Father 
4. God in Christ 


IN WHAT?— 
5. The Kingdom of God 
6. The Church of God 


HOW EXPRESSED ?— 
7. In Our Manner of Life 
8. In Christian Unity 


HOW CULTIVATED ?— 
9. By Bible Reading 
10. By Worship 


HOW SHARED ?— 
11. Through Our Influence 








5. The Kingdom of God 


ESUS had a great deal to say about the Kingdom of God. 
J The expressions, the Kingdom of God, the Kingdom of 

heaven, and the Kingdom, all meaning practically the 
same thing, occur more than a hundred times in the four 
Gospels. 

Sometimes Jesus is speaking of one phase of the Kingdom, 
and sometimes of another phase. In the petition, “Thy king- 











12. Through Our Love Gifts dom come. Thy will be done in earth, as it is in heaven,’ He 
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indicates that there is one part of the Kingdom in heaven, and 
another in earth. God’s ideal for the individual Christian is 
that he should become perfectly like Jesus Christ. His ideal 
for the world is that it should become perfectly like heaven. 

When Jesus was on earth He had more to say about that phase of the Kingdom that 
is upon earth, than about the heavenly phase. It is with the Kingdom of God upon earth 
that this meditation is concerned. Jesus nowhere defines the Kingdom of God. Defini- 
tions necessarily limit the subject defined, and there is no limit to the Kingdom of 
God. It is infinite in its reach. However, Jesus did come near defining one phase of the 
Kingdom when he said: “The kingdom of God is within you.” 

The late Dr. A. T. Robertson, professor in the Baptist Theological Seminary, Louis- 
ville, Kentucky, was one of the great New Testament Greek scholars of all time. When 
I asked him for his definition of the Kingdom of God on earth, he replied: “It is the 
reign, or rule, of God in the hearts and lives of men.” That is in line with what Jesus said. 

In order that we may bring our meditation within the range of Christian experience, 
let us apply this definition to a familiar passage of Scripture which it seems to fit. Jesus 
said: “Seek ye first the kingdom of God, and his righteousness.” How can we do it? 

By seeking to establish His Kingdom, or reign, in our own hearts and lives. By 
enthroning Him at the center of our being, and taking the royal diadem and crowning 
Him Lord of all. 

By establishing His Kingdom, or reign, in our homes. There should not only be a ” 
family altar, but all the relationships in the home should be in keeping with His teach- r 
ings. The Chritianization of our homes is one of the greatest needs of the Church and 
State in America. For as the home goes, so goes the Church and the State. 

By seeking to establish His Kingdom, or reign, in our Churches. That may seem 
strange, but we should remember that it was to a Church that Jesus said: “Behold, I 
stand at the door, and knock.” Do you get the picture? There was a Church that was 
built in His name, dedicated to His service, and the congregation was going through the 
regular forms of worship, and yet He was standing outside the fast-closed door. 

By seeking to establish His Kingdom, or reign, in our schools and colleges. Edu- 
cation that leaves Him out is not the truest kind of education. 

By seeking to establish His Kingdom, or reign, in our daily business, whatever it may 
be, and in all the relationships of our lives. He left us an example that we should follow 
in His steps. 

By seeking to establish His Kingdom, or reign, in the hearts and lives of men through- 
out the whole wide world. That includes our whole missionary program, at home and 
abroad. 

When the crowd wanted to take Him by force and make Him a temporal king, He 
withdrew alone into a mountain. He did not come to be that kind of king. But if we 
seek to make Him the spiritual King of our hearts and lives, we may be sure that He 
will not refuse. Indeed, He stands at the door and knocks. 

—Prepared by Dr. WALTER L. LINGLE 


























Materials described are related to the children’s Sunday-school lessons in the 
Presbyterian, U. S., Graded Series. They are only a part of the total plan of the 
Church for guidance in Christian family living. Additional helps are described in 
“A Manual for the Committee on Christian Family Life in the Local Church.” 
Price, 15 cents each. 


What Is There for Parents?’ 


T IS interesting to see a perfectly good, old- 
[ tastionea idea suddenly come into focus of at- 

tention as though it were new and startling. This 
is true of the belief that the home is the best teacher 
of religion. The church which acts upon this belief 
and helps parents to become teachers of religion al- 
ways reaps a rich harvest of spiritual values for par- 
ents, children, and for its own life. Ministers, 
church-school workers, and Christian parents have 
always sought ways of bringing home and church 
together in a common task. Sometimes work with 
children has been looked upon as a way of reaching 
their parents. And it has been. But always there has 
been the conviction that the way to reach children 
and influence their lives is through their parents— 
before they are born, if possible. 

This belief in the value of home teaching has 
been reflected in the development of Graded Lesson 
materials for children which have always included 
material for the home. These are definite and prac- 
tical but will not “do themselves.” They must be 
used as thoughtfully as the church-school teacher’s 
material, and their use must be promoted with some 
understanding of their purpose and plan. 


For Parents 


A competent educational leader in a local church, 
who was deeply interested in Christian education in 
the family, came into an editorial office the other 
day and asked, “What is there for parents in our 
Graded Lessons?” We especially like that “our.” 
It implied a feeling of partnership and possession. 

We looked at the “Message to Parents” for one 
quarter to see what was suggested. There were many 
interesting plans for a child and his family. The 
leader said, ‘““We have always sent or taken these to 
the children’s homes, but we’ve never read what was 





+Adapted from an article in The Bethany Church School Guide. 
Copyrighted, 1949. Used by permission. 
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in them.” Such faith in a printed page shows confi- 
dence in the lesson material, but deadens its effec- 
tiveness rather than vitalizes it! Everything that is 
used must pass through the mind and heart of a per- 
son who is interested and feels a real concern for it. 

But, what is there for parents in the Graded Les- 
sons? Let us look at the actual pieces of material. 
If your church is using them, get copies and spread 
them out on a table and look at them. Better still, 
have a group of interested parents and teachers look 
at them with you. 

The first material planned primarily for the home 
and incidentally for the church school is the series of 
twenty-four picture-story folders for use with two- 
year-old children. Their purpose is found in the 
title, “Christian Growth in the Home.” Two pages 
of each folder are for parents, the picture and story 
for the parents’ use with the child. There is a guid- 
ance manual, “Parents and Teachers Guiding the 
Christian Growth of Two-Year-Old Children,” six- 
teen pages of practical plans for home and church. 
In all, there are fifty-four pages of help and inspira- 
tion for the parents of children during just one year 
of their life. For three-year-old children there are 
fifty-two folders, “Home Guidance in Religion,” 
with two pages in each one given to inspiration and 
guidance for parents in addition to the story and 
picture. These should be sent to the home in quar- 
terly sets for the parents’ use. “Parents and Teachers 
Planning the Religious Nurture,” a sixteen-page 
manual, is also provided. 

The number of pages is not a measure of effective- 
ness but of concern. The Christian ideals, the educa- 
tional standards, the practical nature of the plans, 
are the measure of value. This estimating of the 
amount of help which a church can provide for 
parents just within the scope of Graded Lessons led 
to an interesting discovery. During the two years a 
child is in the Kindergarten of the church school he 
receives one hundred and four copies of Kinder- 
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garten Bible Stories with a story, a picture, a Bible 
verse, and a page of suggestions for the home which, 
in the case of a four or five-year-old child, are natu- 
rally directed to the parents. During his three years 
in the Primary Department he has a hundred and 
fifty-six copies of the Primary Bible Lessons which is 
the child’s four-page leaflet to be taken home each 
week. In addition to the usual picture, Bible story, 
and verse, there are at various times poems, songs, 
prayers, and plans for interesting things to do. The 
specific material to guide parents in helping the 
Primary child at home to use his 260 pages annually 
is printed in a four-page leaflet issued with each 
quarter’s material under the title, “Parents and 
Children Using Primary Graded Lessons.” Similarly, 
there is a four-page leaflet each quarter for the 
parents of Juniors. It carries weekly suggestions for 
using in the home the materials the Junior pupil 
receives in the weekly pages of Junior Bible Lessons. 

All of these materials give information about what 
the Church is doing, but they do more. They sug- 
gest home activities which will enrich the lives of 


parents and children. They are vital and practical, 
but they will not achieve their purpose without the 
personal contact of parents and teachers. 


Visits in the Home 


Nothing will take the place of personal touch 
with home. Letters and telephone conversations may 
be used when a personal call is impossible. Some- 
times the most effective work can be done by a com- 
mittee of parents. The church can have no finer 
recommendation than when one of its member 
parents, in the name of the church, calls on another 
parent to bring helpful materials to him. Such con- 
tacts demonstrate the interest and concern of the 
church and the resources that are available. 

Parent-teacher meetings and interviews open the 
way for sympathetic understanding which will make 
printed materials come alive. An atmosphere of 
warm friendliness is essential to any educational 
program and in no place in the world can it be more 
confidently expected than in a Christian home and 
a Christian church. 








Building 


a Home 


By BESS CRIDER PENICK 


ORD, I would build a home, a house so fair 
My child can grow to his full stature, and 
Develop into gracious manhood there, 
Strong to stand every test life may demand. 


Therefore, Lord, grant I may well grounded be 
In all Thy statutes, from the first to last. 

I’ll put them where he cannot help but see; 
Yea, on my forehead I will bind them fast. 


The door posts, too, shall have them written plain. 
Strong walls shall shut out prejudice and hate, 
But open doors stand wide that love may gain 

An entrance and abide from dawn till late. 


And in this home, Lord Jesus, take Thy place, 
That when strong winds of doubt and fear arise 
The very sunshine of Thy smile shall chase 
Black clouds of doubt from out the blue of skies. 


Lord, I would build a home; stay by my side; 
My labor’s all in vain except Thou build. 

In every stroke be Thou my strength and guide, 
Let every room with love of Thee be filled. 
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While he is learning to be friendly, 
helpful, kind, and to get along with 
other children and adults, and is 
practicing the other Christian graces, 
he is learning to live as the Bible teaches. 








By MARY DICKENSON BOYD 
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ORLD LEADERS, LOOKING AT LIFE 
from the standpoint of statesmanship rather 
than religion, are declaring that in light of 
atomic power there is danger that civilization will 
destroy itself unless men learn to live according to 
the Bible way of peace and brotherhood. This state- 
ment is being made with increasing emphasis. A 
saving minority of parents are interested in teach- 
ing their children to live according to the Bible way 
of life, but they are asking, “How can parents teach 
the Bible to children?” 

There are some general principles that parents 
need to consider in using the Bible in the home 
with all age groups before considering specific plans 
for children of various ages. Any consideration of 
using the Bible in the home presupposes that the 
parents are Christians, that they know and practice 
the Bible way of living, or are making a serious 
effort to do so. The fact that the Bible is more 
easily caught than taught is undeniable. Children 
do not absorb the Bible simply because a copy is 
on the living-room table any more than they absorb 
the multiplication tables by having an arithmetic 
book on the same reading table. Placing a Bible in 
the hands of the average child does not produce 
the unheard-of miracle—that the child suddenly 
adopts the Bible way of living. 

On Christmas morning Nancy got a new Bible 
with her name printed in gold on the glossy black 
cover. She was delighted with the gift and took 
seriously her parents’ admonition to read it through 
from the beginning to the end. The next Sunday 
she admitted to her church-school teacher that the 
Bible was too difficult for her to read. “What do 
‘conceive’ and ‘begat’ mean?” she asked. Parents 
who have had an experience similar to Nancy’s see 
the need of assisting children in selecting passages 
within their understanding and withholding diff- 
cult passages until they have the background and 
understanding for them. 

Children can, without too much difficulty, learn 
verses from the Bible by memory, but their being 
able to repeat them does not necessarily insure that 
they will live according to the teaching of the verses. 
Young Bill could glibly say several verses from 
memory. His mother noticed that immediately after 
saying Ephesians 4:32, “And be ye kind one to an- 
other, . . .” he knocked his baby sister down with 
as much vehemence as before and made no effort 
to practice kindness. Bill had learned to say a verse, 
but he had not learned the meaning of the verse 
nor was he inspired to try to live as the verse taught. 

There is hope for success in the fact that many 
parents are dissatisfied with worn and outmoded 





+From The Christian Home, Copyright, 1949, by Pierce and 
Smith—all rights reserved. Used by permission. 
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methods. No longer do they teach the Bible rote 
fashion and expect results in changed patterns of 
living. Teaching the Bible as an end within itself 
is not as potent as using the Bible as a tool to de- 
velop Christian character. Therefore, parents should 
purpose to use the Bible in such a way that it will 
become effective in the lives of the children. 
Accepting this purpose, parents ask how the Bible 
can be taught to children under four years of age. 
Using the Bible with the very young child is not a 
lesson set apart from the rest of living; learning to 
live as the Bible teaches is inseparable from the 
child’s daily experiences. While he is learning to 
be friendly, helpful, kind, and to get along with 
other children and adults, and is practicing the 
other Christian graces, he is learning to live as the 
Bible teaches. Parents must provide the opportuni- 
ties for children to have these experiences and 
gradually but certainly associate them with Jesus 
and God. The old law of learning—a child learns 





by doing—is a sure method, and repetition is also 
potent. 
























New Baby in the Home 


How can parents provide daily experiences for a 
child to learn the commandment, Matthew 22:37: 
“Thou shalt love the Lord thy God with all thy 
heart, and with all thy soul, and with all thy mind”? 
Even the name, God, has at first no more meaning 
to the very young child than the name Tom or Bill; 
yet parents want the child to learn of the greatness 
and goodness, the omnipotence of God. Perhaps 
they will find lielp if they read for their own in-. 
spiration Psalms 104:24: “O Lord, how manifold 
are thy works! in wisdom hast thou made them all: 
the earth is full of thy riches.” These words would 
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be meaningless to Mary Beth and Dickie, but 
mother can give them experiences of the great and 
loving God, who also cares for them. 

Mother and the children watch for the coming 
of the tulips in the early spring. They see first a 
leaf; later the bud. When they stand fascinated at 
the beauty and grace of the tulip in full bloom, 
mother says to the children, “Only God can make 
a flower.” When she especially feels the presence of 
God, she may take a hand of Mary Beth and Dickie 
and offer a thank-you prayer to God for lovely 
flowers. Mary Beth and Dickie are having experi- 
ences of feeling the omnipotence of God. 

Daily the parents can provide experiences of 
observing and appreciating the gifts of God. They 
hide with the children in the honeysuckle covered 
lawn bench and listen to the song of the house wren 
or stand quietly in awe before the bright red card- 
inal. Or they may linger at the fish pond and watch 
the goldfish and frogs. Their 
parents guide the children in 
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things, but things that destroy or make a nation. 

Mother taught the children to feed the birds 
during the snowstorms. They had pets and shared 
some of the responsibility of caring for them. By 
having these opportunities for being kind to ani- 
mals the children were gradually learning to see 
that all life was important. Practicing kindness to 
animals is one way that mother taught them Chris- 
tian respect for personality. Patiently she allowed 
Mary Beth to dry the silver and Dickie to sweep the 
kitchen floor with his small broom to help teach 
them to be loving and helpful. While they were 
learning to be kind and helpful, they were also 
learning to practice the Golden Rule. 

The children’s parents during times of distress 
and strain can say Psalms g1:2: “J will say of the 
Lord, He is my refuge and my fortress: my God; in 
him will I trust.” They want Mary Beth and Dickie 
to have a childlike comfort and security that is es- 
sential to peace of mind during 
childhood and in later life. As 
parents, they guard against feel- 
ing or showing any fear. They 
do not allow the children to be 
frightened in the dark. If the 
GaN children question a noise in the 
: dark, mother turns on the light 
and together they explore to the 
children’s satisfaction. She tells 
them sentence stories about God 
making the night so that birds 
_and animals and people can 
sleep easily. Parents and chil- 
dren watch the rain and light- 
ning, and they learn that God 
waters the earth to make the 
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milkman, the policeman, the 
boy who delivers the daily paper, the repairmen, and 
others, some of whom come daily to the home. 
While some children are learning class superiority, 
Mary Beth and Dickie are beginning to appreciate 
all people as children of the heavenly Father. 
Often while the children are learning one lesson 
they learn others incidentally. While they have been 
learning to love their neighbor as themselves, they 
have been also learning about world brotherhood. 
Dickie said to his mother, “I like Anna; she’s good, 
isn’t she, Mother?” They had taught him by their 
own example to appreciate the maid who helped 
the family by providing clean clothes for them. 
They were also having opportunities to be kind. 
Hitler, as a man, did not have the foundation for 
' being kind that Mary Beth and Dickie had even at 
four years of age. He, as a man, did not have ap- 
preciation for people of lowly walks of life that these 
children were already acquiring. These are small 
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grass and flowers and crop to 
grow and to furnish children 
and parents and all life with water. When the winds 
are violent and destructive, the parents remain calm 
and trust in God and the children learn by ex- 
ample to accept demonstrations of the weather. 

Today, people cry out against children’s lack of 
respect for elderly people and for their parents. 
The children’s parents are not ready yet to teach 
the children the verse, Ephesians 6:2, “Honour thy 
father and mother; .. .” Yet they are giving them 
experiences in living the verse. Mother and father 
love each other and they are teaching honor and 
respect by being kind and loving to each other. 
Young children are very sensitive to the bickerings 
and quarreling of people they love. When grand- 
mother comes they provide opportunities for the 
children to be helpful to her. 

The word, Jesus, has no meaning for the chil- 
dren the first time they hear it; thus the parents 
make the first impressions carefully. Birthdays are 
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important occasions for the fam- 
ily. During the Christmas season 
mother starts the making of the 
first Bible storybook for the chil- 
dren. She sews together pieces of 
cotton material and pastes the 
picture of the birth of Jesus for 
page one in the book. She begins 
teaching that Christmas is Jesus’ 
birthday and emphasizes the care 
of Mary for the Baby Jesus. 
Father lights a Christmas candle 
to make the occasion important. 
Together they sing to the chil- 
dren, “Little Baby Jesus.” 




















one who loved little children 
and went about doing good; they 
enjoy a feeling of trust and 
security of living in God’s beau- 
tiful world; they love their par- 
ents and respect all people as 
children of God. Little children 
forget quickly and since at best 
only a beginning has been made 
in building a Christian philos- 
ophy of life, they will need prac- 
tice and expansion in living 
these and other desirable con- 
duct patterns. 

How can the Bible be used 
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Soon three other pictures 
will be added to the storybook. 
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Mother pastes the picture in the 

book of the Flight Into Egypt and again tells the 
story of Mary and Joseph caring for the Baby Jesus. 
They want the children to know Jesus as a man, so 
later they add the story of Jesus and the children. 
The fourth picture is Jesus and the flowers. The 
children are learning to appreciate nature as God’s 
gift, and now the story simply told about God's 
care of the birds and flowers makes an easy ap- 
proach to God’s care for them also. These sugges- 
tions amply illustrate how parents can guide 
children in living the Bible way of life. 

Nature has graded children and parents must 
accept nature’s gradings and adapt their methods 
and teaching techniques accordingly. Children of 
kindergarten age are capable of carrying out plans 
that are too difficult for children of nursery age, but 
yet they are not capable of plans that children of 
primary age can handle nicely. Four and. five-year- 
olds have not developed rigid control of the muscles 
of their body, and they are unhappy if they are 
forced to sit through formal Bible lessons. Parents 
should use the children’s play experience to give 
them practice in living the Bible. 

Bible verses, regardless or how much they are 
supposed to influence a child’s conduct, have little 
effect on children four and five-year-olds unless they 
are connected with real experiences of living. Every 
child by the time he is as much as four years old 
has already acquired some kind of philosophy of 
life whether his parents have attempted to guide 
him to this end or not. If children have been care- 
fully guided they have already attained some of the 
following graces to varying degrees: They think of 
God as a loving heavenly Father, and of Jesus as 
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— experiences in Christian living? 
For example, how can parents teach the following 
verse: “I was glad when they said unto me, Let us 
go into the house of the Lord”—Psalm 122:1? Cer- 
tainly if the children are not members of the nursery 
class, it is high time to enter them in the Kinder- 
garten Department of the church school. Home 
teaching needs to be supplemented by group work 
in the church kindergarten. 

Mary Beth and Dickie have had many experiences 
of living in God’s beautiful world and have at- 
tended nursery class since they were three years 
old, so their parents continue to build on this 
foundation. They co-operate by seeing that the 
children have happy experiences at church school. 
When the children play with their blocks, mother 
suggests that they build a church. She talks to 
them about God; sometimes she and the children 
pause for a short prayer or she sings a sentence song 
to them about going to church to learn about Jesus. 
Sometimes on Sunday morning, father helps the 
children gather flowers for their worship room. The 
children are having experiences of living the first — 
verse of Psalm 122, and often ask if today is the day 
to go to-church. 

How can parents give children experiences of 
I John 4:11, “. . . love one another’? Father leaves 
for work in the morning before Mary Beth and 
Dickie are awake and often they have gone to bed 
before he returns in the evening. How can mother 
help this father-children relation? She converts the 
story from John 4:46-53 to simple, short sentences 
that are understandable to the children. As she tells 
the story, she associates this father who went to 
Jesus for help for his sick child to the children’s 
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father who cares for them. They talk about the 
time when Dickie had croup and Mary Beth had 
measles and father got the doctor for them. 

She also provides opportunities for the children 
to plan some surprises for father. Mother gives 
them crayons and paper and they draw a picture 
for him. Of course, the pictures are not very beauti- 
ful to thoughtless adults, but to the children and 
father they represent a beautiful tree or whatever 
the children’s imagination directed, and each be- 
comes a gift for father. On another day when the 
children ask for the story again, mother helps the 
children gather violets to make a bouquet to put 
at father’s place. The children are having experi- 
ences of “loving one another.” 

In many homes a figurine or vase has taken the 
place on the table where the family Bible used to 
be kept. But Mary Beth and Dickie have learned 
that mother and father often read the big Bible on 
the living-room table. ‘They can 
play with the nursery rhyme 
books but they have never been 
encouraged to play with the 
Bible. When mother takes the 
children, one on each side of her 
on the divan, and opens the 
Bible, they have great ex- 
pectancy. At a particular time 
when the children have had ex- 
periences of being kind, she 
reads to them Ephesians 4:32, 
“And be ye kind. . . .” Mary 
Beth asks to read the Bible, and 
when mother lets her take the 
Bible in her hands and points 
to the place, Mary Beth says, 
“Be kind”; and though she does 
not know one word from an- 
other, she has had a satisfying experience of read- 
ing the Bible. 

Mary Beth and Dickie have many experiences of 
inner joy and awe and wonder as they explore the 
marvels of nature. Their parents are not content 
merely to say to the children, “God made this 
flower or that sea shell’; but the children are 
allowed to touch and look and listen and wonder 
at God’s created gifts. They take time to explore 
for last year’s bird nests, for new leaves bursting 
forth from swollen buds, for lovely bowers, for ex- 
periences with wind, snow and rain, sunshine, seeds, 
and bulbs. As they have such experiences mother 
helps the children associate these gifts with the 
God who made them. 

Sometimes they bring collections of nature home 
with them, and mother plans worship experiences. 
The children like the happy times when mother 


380 








reads from the Bible with them sitting one on each 
side of her. She reads Psalm 104:1, “... O Lord my 
God, thou art very great....” Mary Beth and Dickie 
often say, “God is great.” They are having real ex- 
periences of the greatness of God. 

At other times when they have had experiences 
with rain, mother reads from the Bible or says from 
memory, Job 36: 26, 27, 28, “... God is great,... 
he draweth up the drops of water,... Which the 
skies pour down.”* In the spring when the family 
is having many experiences with the beautiful 
out-of-doors, mother uses with the children Solo- 
mon’s Song 2:11, 12, “For, lo, the winter is past; the 
rain is over and gone; The flowers appear on the 
earth; The time of the singing of birds is come....”* 

Mary Beth and Dickie were taught from infancy 
to appreciate the gifts of nature, and naturally be- 
came very observant of beautiful or unusual things. 
One day Dickie ran excitedly into the house carry- 
ing a chrysalis that had hung to 
a candy wrapper. The children 
put the candy wrapper in the 
guest room and they watched the 
changes that the chrysalis went 
through until it emerged a lovely 
brown butterfly with shiny spots 
on its wings. When its damp 
wings had dried and gained 
strength they released it to the 
beautiful out-of-doors, but dur- 
ing this time mother taught the 
children about God’s plan for life. 

Parents must make wise use of 
the special seasons of the year, 
with their children of kinder- 
garten age. On Mother’s Day and 
Father’s Day, the parents help 
the children plan surprises for 
one another and make the most of the opportunities 
to teach love for one another and honor and respect 
for parents. At Christmas and Easter and other 
special seasons parents will remember that children 
four and five years old are limited in historical sense 
and that many Bible manners and customs are de- 
void of meaning to them, and that they are limited 
in their ability to reason. Parents do not attempt 
to explain the resurrection to four and five-year- 
olds, but they can wisely select Bible passages to use 
with the children that will guide them in Christlike 
thinking, feeling, and acting. 

Parents with practice can train themselves to use 
the Bible with their four and five-year-olds in such 


_a way that it becomes effective in their lives. 





*From the American Standard Version. Copyrighted, 1929, by 
the International Council of Religious Education and used by per- 
mission. 
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Parents in their enthusiasm to use the Bible with 
their children must not lose sight of the needs of 
the children themselves. Vast changes are taking 
place in these children six, seven, and eight years 
old. Mental, physical, and social growth and de- 
velopment should be rapid. The doctor does not 
carelessly dose out treatment and medicine to a 
child before he carefully checks the child’s physical 
condition. Likewise the parents must begin their 
plans for using the Bible with children by taking 
stock of the children and their needs. 

The six-year-olds are stepping into new experi- 
ences; many are starting to public school for the 
first time. Some feel a great need for security. An 
approach to a new adventure is likely to be ac- 
companied by emotional strain. These children 
facing many new adventures may need to be con- 
stantly reassured of their parents’ love and under- 
standing. When parents are aware of the needs of 
their children, they are better prepared to use the 
Bible in such a way as to give it significance for 
daily living. Since the six-year-olds are just begin- 
ning to learn to read and older primary children 
have not attained great skill in reading, parents 
must still be the medium through which the chil- 
dren learn to live the Bible way of life. 

Parents should use the children’s natural capaci- 
ties in guiding them in Christian living. For ex- 
ample, they enjoy looking at pictures and hearing 
stories and sharing in happy home experiences. 
Since children enjoy singing, parents can use hymns 
successfully. The play instinct is strong and parents 
can guide their play experiences into channels that 
give them practice in right living. Dramatization is 
another activity that delights primary children. 
Children should not attempt to play the part of 
Jesus in dramatizing Bible stories. 

The children are making new friends and friend- 
ship is becoming important. When they live in an 
attitude of friendliness, kindness, and love at home, 
at church, and at school, teaching Psalm 33:5, 
“|. . the earth is full of the goodness of the Lord,” 
is not difficult. 

When children live in homes where they can 
have a feeling of security and confidence in the love 
of their parents, the verse I Peter 5:7, “. . . he 
careth for you,” is easy for them to understand. It 
is difficult to teach children to know the loving 
care of God when they are beset by fears of eco- 
nomic insecurity and when they are not supported 
by the love and understanding of their parents. 

If primary children have been guided during 





their early life to appreciate the beauties and 
wonders in God’s world, they now take the lead in 
observing nature and constantly call their parents 
to come and see the discoveries they make. Parents 
should continue to remain alert for new discoveries 
and share them with the children. Around these 
beauties of creation, children can be taught to pray 
naturally and sincerely. If parents have been 
neglectful in helping their children appreciate 
nature as a gift of God’s creation, it is not too late 
to start, for certainly children of primary age are 
truly responsive. 

Parents in teaching primary children that the 
gifts of nature are God’s creation are likely to be 
questioned concerning the violent occurrences that 
nature demonstrates. The children are likely to 
ask why storms, hails, droughts, hurricanes, floods, 
and earthquakes come. Parents can show the chil- 
dren that God governs the universe by laws; they 
can always count on day and night, and the coming 
of the seasons. But anything as powerful as the 
world’s climate is bound to be destructive at times. 
A child can be guided to accept the demonstrations 
of nature without fear because he is learning how 
to protect himself from some of these disasters and 
because his parents are near. Because of God’s 
love he learns to accept the unpleasant things that 
cannot be avoided. 

Children have a special interest in other children; 
thus parents can make use of this natural inclina- 
tion and select the children of the Bible for one 
section of study. These should include such char- 
acters as Isaac, Moses, the girl who helped, the boy 
who became a king, a boy who shared his lunch, 
Jesus and the children. As the children increase 
their skill in reading, parents want to make sure 
that interest in the Bible as a book also increases. 

From these studies may spring an interest in 
making a book on life in Palestine or even a model 
village. If there are several children in the home, 
they may include in their study numerous things 
of village life and the country, such as the market 
place, the village well, the farmers, harvesting grain, 
shepherds, vineyards, orchards, and flowers. The 
children’s friends may be included in this project to 
make the fellowship attractive as well as the study. 
The concordance of a Bible will furnish many 
scriptural references concerning life in Palestine. 

In helping children to be prompt in keeping the 
promises they make, parents can use the Golden 
Rule: “whatsoever ye would that men should do 
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OBERTO IS EIGHT MONTHS OLD AND 
R the size of a newborn baby. For two months 
Dr. Boyce has been attending him, but the 
mother doesn’t know how to feed him, and they are 
too poor to buy the necessary foods. Here, where 
bananas are so plentiful, she may be able to buy 
two a week for the baby. Milk is the most expensive 
food of this region, and no one would think of 
drinking more than a few ounces a day. If we only 
had a place where we could keep the baby and give 
him good food and proper treatment! 

Dr. Boyce delivered his first baby in Atoyac in a 
room with three walls and dirt floor. The bed was 
made of rope woven over a frame with a straw mat 
on top. Chickens roosted under the bed and the 
room was full of mites until Dr. Boyce had them 
flit the floor. A sow and her litter of pigs had to 
be driven out of the room several times during the 
morning. Neighbor women drifted in and out to 
see the strange way this “Gringo” doctor did every- 
thing. “My, isn’t he particular about everything 
being clean?” “Look, he isn’t doing anything like 
we usually do it!” They all marveled and waited to 
see what awful results there would be. The baby, a 
seven-pound boy, and the mother are both fine. 
I went up twice to show her how to bathe the baby, 
and she was anxious to learn. They want to have 
the baby baptized in our little church soon. Little 
Caesar Torres, born in such an humble home, may 
grow up to be a shining light and witness for Christ 
in this community. 

Old Don Crispin is somewhere between seventy- 
five and eighty-five years of age. His wife died a 
year ago and the poor old man has been trying to 
get along for himself ever since. This is hard for 
a Mexican man, for they never learn to do any 
cooking or housework. About a month ago, Don 
Crispin’s great-nephew and family came to live 
with him and, incidentally, to live “off” him. One 
day they called Dr. Boyce because the old man 
was so sick he couldn’t go to the plaza to eat. Suf- 
fering from amoebic dysentery and malnutrition, 
the old fellow told Dr. Boyce he thought he was 
going to die and wanted to hear more about Jesus 
before he went on. The doctor treated him for his 
physical condition and talked to him several times 
about his spiritual welfare. This week Don Crispin 
attended special classes at the church, and tonight 
he will make his confession of faith and be baptized. 

Easter week was a busy one. Dr. Boyce preached 
four times, and afterward several wanted a series of 
classes on confession, baptism, faith, etc. Every 
night this week he has had these classes and recently 
he went to Coyuca to bring a native pastor to have 





*Mrs. James R. Boyce, missionary in Atoyac, Mexico. 
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Medicine 


In 


Mexico 


By MARGUERITE P. BOYCE* 











a special service. Seven will make their confession 
of faith in our Lord Jesus Christ. 

Some of the things “off medical records” which 
we have learned for cures are: ‘To remove a spot 
from the eye, place a louse from the person’s hair 
in his eye; the louse will eat the spot. To cure a 
headache, rub the head hard until the hair sparks 
or snaps when pulled. For heart trouble, boil a new 
red cloth and drink the water. For anything and 
everything give a purge. Causes of these diseases are 
as rare as their cures. Some things you should never 
do: Take a bath without wetting your hair; this is 
sure to give you chills and fever, headache, or 
cramps in your legs. Never take a bath for eight 
days after a scorpion bite; I haven’t been able to 
find out just what it would do to you as I am the 
only one in the neighborhood to ever try it and all 
I had afterward was a good appetite. Never drink 
a glass of water until after your meal, and once you 
have drunk, do not eat another bite. If you do, 
you will have a severe stomach upset. As I listen to 
their “do’s” and “don'ts,” I wonder how I have 
lived to such a ripe old age, for I have broken all 
their rules. 

Soon the decision will have to be made as to 
where the hospital should be built. Should it be 
Petatlan, Tecpan, Zihuatanejo, or the Costa Grande, 
or Ometepec on the Costa Chica? There are so 
many places and so few people to go. 
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MOO AND BAA—that’s what cows and sheep say in 
Spanish! Even city slickers like us recognize these 
trade-marks. Hacienda Picalqui was fortunate to 
receive—jointly with the Church of the Brethren 
Indian Mission at Calderon, 40 miles away—a ship- 
ment of 16 animals, sent by the Brethren Heifer 
Project. By boat and air came: 


1 Brown Swiss bull 1 Toggenburg billy goat 
1 Brown Swiss heifer 4 Toggenburg nanny goats 
1 Brown Swiss cow 2 Corriedale rams 


2 Grade Jersey heifers 4 Corriedale ewes 


The plan is to use these animals at both missions 
to improve the stock of our Indian neighbors. Does 
it occur to you to ask, “What has livestock to do 
with Christianity?’ That’s a good question, and it 
would help if a great many people spent a few sleep- 
less nights thinking through its implications. Check 
with the psalmists: “The earth is the Lord’s” 
“And the cattle upon a thousand hills.” Trying to 
be Christian is a tremendous thing; it means ac- 
knowledging our stewardship under God. All re- 
sources—soil, cattle, possessions, income, our very 
lives—are to be used as vehicles of God’s love to- 
ward man. More and more, missions are seeking to 
go beyond a verbal proclamation of this truth to a 
humble effort at demonstrating its practical mean- 
ing in the light of the needs and capacities of a 
disadvantaged people. 


ALMOST 200 Groups in churches of the four de- 
nominations co-operating in our mission plus other 
churches and schools—from Tennessee and Missouri 
to Carolina and Massachusetts—have heard from 
us in person about Ecuador. We haven’t found that 
doctor or rural educator yet, so may we ask that you 
help pass the word along to some teachers college, 
seminary, or medical school? Encourage qualified 
young people to prepare for foreign service. A recent 
bulletin lists over 700 openings. Single men and 
women and married couples are in demand; trained 
as ministers, directors of Christian education, 
doctors, agriculturists, dentists, nurses, grade and 
high school teachers, college and seminary profes- 
sors, musicians, social workers, home economists, 





*Missionaries in Ecuador. 





Echoes 


from the 


Andes 


By REV. AND MRS. PAUL STREICH* 











dietitians, business administrators, office secretaries. 
It doesn’t seem possible that one could avoid being 
a missionary with such a variety of opportunities, 
some permanent, some for three-year terms. 


ADIOS UNTIL 1953 will be the word on July 15 at 
5 P.M. when we plan to sail from New York on the 
Grace: Liner Santa Cecilia. Among various gifts for 
the mission in our freight will be a Chevrolet 
Carryall—a large part of the cost contributed by 
our “living link” church, St. Peter’s Evangelical 
and Reformed in St. Louis. The vehicle will be 
used for personnel, for cargo, and as an ambulance. 

On our return to Ecuador, the Mabees—Oliver, 
Laura, three-year old David and baby Susan—will 
take their furlough. 

Who will join us in building the Kingdom of 
God in the Andes? 
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A shell of one of our mission 
Kwangju, Korea 


buildings in 


By J. C. CRANE* 








A Mighty Fortress 


rising last fall, we have been living in the 

“backwash” of terrorism, houseburning, kid- 
napping of young girls, murder, and marauding in 
outlying districts where police protection was neces- 
sarily poor, etc. Refugees, who dared not sleep at 
home, have been sleeping in our dormitories for 
the past six months! Tales of woe, fear, and courage 
have been borne to our ears and hearts until we, 
too, are ““war-weary.” 

We are glad to report that conditions are much 
improved, and that law and order are winning out, 
at least in Southern Korea! For this we give God 
thanks, even though the law and order is not al- 
ways perfect righteousness. (If you have read your 
histories recently, you will remember it was not so 
either in the early days and decades of our own 
Republic!) We are proud of the degree of self- 
government Korea has attained in the face of such 
underground opposition, deceit, and false promises 
or threats. Real patriotism, courage, and some ef- 
ficiency have been shown. 

The Church also has not faltered; on the con- 
trary, she has set her house in order and is going 
forward with two seminaries full of students! We 
have been invited to teach theology in both of these, 
and doubtless our Mission can now wholeheartedly 
support the newly recognized seminary which is 


: FTER the “incident” of the Communist up- 





*Dr. Crane is a missionary in Sunchon, Korea. 
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now in Seoul. This is fundamentally the successor 
of our old seminary in Pyeng Yang. 

Country churches nearest the disorder have been 
so filled with worshipers that a church which had 
an average of forty in attendance now serves 
several hundred in two morning services! Sunchon 
has four churches “full,” the central one having 
about 1,000 each Sunday, half of whom are men! 
In the midst of fear, chaos, and sorrow, Christ is 
proving their only Hope, Comforter, Guide, and 
Saviour, and the Church is proving literally a “city 
of refuge.” 

Just as the situation brightens and new mission- 
aries are getting their “feet in the mud,” the collapse 
of China (probably leaving our Assembly the largest 
self-governing religious body, especially Christian, 
in the Far East) makes us feel a bit like the small 
boy who had a bear at his back with the right paw 
suspended over his head! But “the right Man is on 
our side.” 


“Did we in our own strength confide, 
Our striving would be losing; 
Were not the right Man on our side, 
The Man of God’s own choosing: 
Dost ask who that may be? 
Christ Jesus, it is He; 
Lord Sabaoth His Name, 
From age to age the same, 
And He must win the battle.” 
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reaching of China’s millions. 


“China Sunday 


AS the civil war in China reduced Sunday- 
H school work? On the contrary, in spite of the 

of the post offices of North China now being 
closed to us, the Union work has increased rather 
than been reduced. In fact there are now two offices, 
one in Shanghai and another opened in January 
of this year in Formosa. Without doubt, this ex- 
pansion has come through the blessing of God in 
answer to the prayers of God’s people here and 
abroad. The activity of the Union is apparent in 
the following excerpt from the China Sunday 
School News: ~ 


New Posters Issued 


“For many years the CSSU has led all mission 
fields in the amount and quality of its pictorial 
aids. About 100 posters are regularly kept in stock.” 
There have recently been reprints and new pictures, 
The Wise Men, the Good Shepherd, Christ in 
Gethsemane, Feeding the Five Thousand, and the 
Triumphal Entry. 


Possess the Land 


“To date, the Sunday-school work in China has 
barely touched the fringe of the field. With over 
200,000,000 children and young people under the 
age of 25, and but 200,000 attending Sunday school, 
the need is great.” 


S.S. Materials in the National Phonetic Script 
“Thirteen lessons on the ‘Heavenly Father’s Bible’ 





’ *Missionary in Formosa, China. 
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The China Sunday School Union furnishes teaching materials for the 


CSSU 


School Union” 


By JAMES N. MONTGOMER Y* 


in book form, with an attractive two color cover 
have been issued in the double column type. Being 
undated, they are very acceptable for Bible classes, 
short term schools, and many kindred uses.” 


The Extension Department 


Mr. Z. K. Chow and Mr. E. W. Fisch took part 
in Workers Institute at Kashing. Mr. and Mrs. 
Montgomery have represented the CSSU in con- 
ferences in Formosa. 


CSSU Opens Office in Formosa 


In order to facilitate Sunday-school work in 
Formosa and South China, the CSSU has opened 
a branch office in Taipeh, Taiwan (Formosa). Of- 
fices are in the Theological Seminary. In addition 
to CSSU literature, Bibles and other Christian 
literature will be stocked. Mr. and Mrs. Mont- 
gomery left Shanghai early in January and are 
living in the compound of the Canadian Presby- 
terian Mission. In addition to office work and sales 
of materials, the Montgomerys will continue to 
assist in Sunday-school conferences and _ teacher 
training work in Formosa. 


The State of the Union 


The CSSU has continued its historic policy of 
being an “unprofitable” business. Materials are 
priced as much below cost as the amount of the 
grants and gifts will warrant. Subsidization is neces- 
sary, because the people cannot pay the full cost of 
the production of these materials. 
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JAPAN 


HE life of a missionary has rich rewards when 
“Tce can have experiences like this one of Miss 
Mabel Francis. She writes: 

“A short time ago four young men from the most 
Southern city of this Island of Shikoku came to see 
me. They had heard me speak in their city a few 
weeks ago. They told me that they were so much 
distressed over the profligate state of the students in 
their school that they had decided to form a Club 
of Good Morals. All who wished to join must give 
up their dissipated ways. They had thirty-four mem- 
bers already, but they said, ‘We have no foundation 
principle on which to build our Club and we are 
troubled.’ One of the boys told me his story, ‘When 
I was old enough to begin to think for myself, all 
the teaching in Japan was war propaganda, but of 
course I received it as true. Then the war closed. 
We were defeated. Everything was shattered to 
pieces. My heart was thrown into intense confusion. 
I felt that I wanted to do everything wicked, and 
yet another voice seemed to say “This will not do”. 
A tremendous turmoil followed. I was so ugly to 





*Retired missionary to Japan. 





By CHARLES A. LOGAN* 


my parents, I even beat them once. I was so miser- 
able that I felt I could not go on. But where, O 
where could I find help? I climbed the hill back to 
my house and looking at the moon I cried for help, 
but only the echo of my voice came back. Then I 
turned to the forest and cried out, but there was no 
response. I do not know why, but in my desperation 
I thought of the church. I had never been there 
before, but I descended the hill and secretly went 
to the church. There alone I cried out, “If there is 
a God, hear me and help me!” My heart became 
quiet. I went home and asked my aged parents to 
forgive me. How they wept! And finally my father 
said, ‘““We have waited for this day.’”” How those 
words went through me! There was no word of 
reproach, only “We have waited for this day.” I 
realized the love of my parents at last. I did not 
know the meaning of the Cross, but I made a cross 
of wood anyway and stood it on my table. I am a 
changed man.’ As I told him the meaning of the 
Cross, his three friends listened to the Gospel for 
the first time. This incident will show you some- 
thing of the groping in the darkness that we find 
here.” 





Missionary Arrivals and Sailings 


FROM AFRICA 


Rev. and Mrs. J. Holmes Smith and daughter 
arrived April 15. 
Miss Margaret Liston is due in New York, May 26. 


FROM BRAZIL 


Miss Lina Boyce arrived by Pan American Air- 
ways, May 13 on emergency furlough. 

Rev. and Mrs. Walter Swetnam arrived by ship, 
May 8. 

Miss Charlotte Taylor arrived by ship, April 2. 


FROM KOREA 


Miss Meta Biggar, Rev. and Mrs. J. C. Crane, 
Miss Mary L. Dodson, Rev. E. T. Boyer arrived 
in San Francisco, May 26, on S. S. General 
Gordon. 


TO AFRICA 

Miss Virginia Allen sails June 3 from New York 
on S. §. Vinkt, Belgian Line. 

Rev. and Mrs. W. F. Pruitt and two children; 
Rev. and Mrs. W. F. McElroy, Sr.; Dr. and 
Mrs. Tinsley Smith and son sail June 23 from 
New York, Belgian Line. Miss Lucile McElroy 
will sail June 21 from New York on Marine 
Shark to Belgium for study. 


TO BRAZIL 
Rev. and Mrs. Joseph Woody and two children 
sail on June 3, S. S. Uruguay, Moore McCor- 
mack Line. 
TO MEXICO 


Mr. and Mrs. C. J. McClendon and five children 
cross the Border about the middle of June. 
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Rev. W. H. Crane Mrs. W. H. Crane 


REv. AND Mrs. W. H. CRANE—Mr. Crane was born 
in Lusambo, Belgian Congo, Africa. He was edu- 
cated at Central School, and at Davidson College 
where he received his Bachelor’s degree in 1943. 
He served two years in the Army. After being 
separated from the Army, he re-entered Union 
Theological Seminary in 1945. During the spring 
of 1947 he dropped out of the Seminary in order 
to travel under the auspices of the Joint Committee 
on Student Work and the Candidate Department 
of the Executive Committee of Foreign Missions. 
During that time he visited more than forty schools 
and colleges throughout the Southeast. He received 
his B.D. degree from Union Theological Seminary 
in May, 1949. 

Mrs. Crane was the former Anne Boyd Cleve- 
land, a daughter of Rev. and Mrs. R. F. Cleveland, 
missionaries of our Church in Africa. She was born 
in Africa. She was educated at Central School in 
Africa, and at Austin College, receiving her degree 
from that institution in 1943. She taught for one 
term at the Tex.-Mex. Institute, Kingsville, Texas. 
Mr. and Mrs. Crane have one child, Anne Louise, 
two years old. They attended the Montreat Mis- 
sionary Institute during the summer of 1948. They 
will sail June 21 from New York on Marine Shark 
to Belgium, where they will spend several months 


Mr. Frank Vandegrift 


Mrs. Frank Vandegrift 


in language study before proceeding to the Congo. 


Mr. AND Mrs. FRANK VANDEGRIFT—Mr. Vande- 
grift was born in Birmingham, Alabama. He was 
educated at Ensley High School, at Birmingham- 
Southern College and at Georgia School of Tech- 
nology from which he received his degree in June, 
1948. He saw military service from 1943 through 
1946. 

Mrs. Vandegrift was the former Miss Catherine 
Franklin and was born in Birmingham, Alabama. 
She was educated in one of the Birmingham high 
schools, after which she received her B.S. degree at 
Birmingham-Southern College in 1944. She taught 
music in the public schools of Birmingham for one 
year, and for the last two years has been a typist 
in the Fulton County Department of Public Wel- 
fare, Atlanta, Georgia. 

Mr. and Mrs. Vandegrift attended the Missionary 
Institute in Montreat in 1948. Following this course 
they entered Columbia Seminary where they re- 
ceived their M.A. degree in the Spring of 1949. 
They sailed June 21 from New York to Belgium 
on the Marine Shark for language study. After this 
they will proceed to the Congo where Mr. Vande- 
grift will serve as an industrial missionary, and 
Mrs. Vandegrift in educational work. 
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Presbyterian Program of Progress 


Seen Through the Eyes 


of the Man in the Street' 


PART IV 


HE PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH in the 
"T tnitea States never has wavered in her be- 
lief that Jesus gave His great commission not 
to His eleven disciples alone, but to all of His fol- 
lowers down through the years even unto this hour. 

Strangely enough even little children in the Sun- 
day schools seem to comprehend His meaning when 
He says, “Go ye therefore, and teach all nations... .” 

The Church has absorbed completely the instruc- 
tion of Jesus that “repentance and remission of sins 
should be preached in his name among all nations.” 
Many missionaries have said that they found in these 
words their own direct call to service. Indeed, these 
words of the Master are accepted as Christian priv- 
ilege and opportunity. 

Even as Jesus sent forth laborers into the harvest, 
so today the Church sends out missionaries to do the 
will of Him. From the beginning God knew how 
much the world needed Him, and would continue 
to need Him, and children in the Sunday schools 
are taught that God calls those He wants and needs 
in making Himself known abroad. They learn in 
early childhood to have faith in God and to ap- 
preciate the story of Samuel. 

The Church teaches that such complete faith in 
God is essential. In this day of world fear and dark- 
ness, many people of the Church are discovering 
that they do have the sort of faith to which they are 
able to cling tenaciously and which, more especially 
in this day of chaos, helps them to see more clearly 
than ever before that Christ must be shared with 
people who do not know Him now. Today there 
seems to be a new ringing quality in the resounding 
tones of the Great Commission. 

Indeed, to carry the Gospel of Jesus Christ to 
those literally entombed in the darkness of fear and 
despair, in utter dread of possible wars to come, be- 





+Reported by Presbyterian News Service. 
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comes one of the imperatives of the present. The 
average church member regards with favor the mis- 
sionary enterprise of the Church and believes it 
should go forward with greater speed than ever 
before. 

More than emotional upsurgings are registered to- 
day when conditions of these cold-war days in some 
parts of the world are revealed. Church people are 
gripped with a sense of URGENCY. Many members 
of the Church are asking themselves, possibly for 
the first time, just what have they done, as individ- 
uals, really to help the Foreign Mission cause? This 
is regarded as a healthy sign for the work of the 
Church. 


Church Challenged by Opportunity 


The Presbyterian Program of Progress, which is 
the five-year promotion program of the Presby- 
terian Church in the United States, placed Foreign 
Missions in the top position for askings, and gave 
as reason for this the “unparalleled opportunity to 
bring the Far East into the orbit of Christian na- 
tions, and a ‘readiness of heart’ for the Christian 
message in Africa, Brazil, and Mexico greater than 
ever before.” 

A goal of $4,000,000 over and above annual and 
regular giving to Foreign Missions was set for the 
five-year period; and because of the emergency— 
money so desperately needed to rebuild much of 
the work on the Far East after the war—local 
churches were urged to raise their five-year quotas 
the first year if at all possible. Many did. Tithing 
programs were launched. In some instances church 
officers tithed for the first time, and finding a new 
joy in giving have continued as tithers. The average 
church member suddenly found in all this some- 
thing deeply impressive and relevant. 

Two annual reports have been made to the Gen- 
eral Assembly, and now the third summer of the 
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Program of Progress is here. The Church has con- 
tributed more than half the total asked for Foreign 
Missions, and has until April 1, 1952 to complete 
the amount. Much of the work in China has halted, 
but not so in Japan, Korea, Africa, South America, 
and Mexico. 

According to Dr. C. Darby Fulton, Executive 
Secretary of the Executive Committee of Foreign 
Missions, “The Program of Progress already is at 
work. Lights have come on again in the fields that 
were darkened by war and despair. Sorrow and 
weeping have turned into joy and laughter. Hos- 
pitals are resuming their work of mercy; schools 
once more are offering light and leading; churches 
are open again, and grateful congregations are lift- 
ing their songs of thanksgiving and praise.” 

While from the fields letters come from the mis- 
sionaries which “ring the bell.” Letters from mis- 
sionaries who are grateful for the house, or the 
school, or the church, or other buildings; for the 
hospital and new equipment which will mean so 
much in relieving pain and suffering; for the new 
missionaries—Oh, what rejoicing over the arrival 
of new missionaries! 

One missionary wrote home, “May we be as faith- 
ful and as generous as you have been!” The average 
church member understands this language; he likes 
to have his heart touched at times, and when it is 
he opens his pocketbook. Rarely does his Church 
appeal to his emotions; and, sadder still, frequently 
the appeal it makes to his mind does not click, for he 
simply does not understand what the Church is all 
about, nor his real need for Christianity. But let- 
ters from foreign missionaries are different. No 
“deep theology” in these to muddle a man’s think- 
ing; but fresh, sweet messages of love—of love of 
God, and love of one’s fellowmen, whether they be 
black, or brown, or yellow, or red; as far as skin 
coloring is concerned they are brothers in Christ 
Jesus way out there on the “foreign” field. ‘That 
sort of language is understood by the average 
church member. There are no color lines in Foreign 
Missions. 


Why People Give to Foreign Missions 


There is every reason why people give generously 
to Foreign Missions, in fact they give to this cause 
when some appeal for work at home misses fire. 
The main reason has nothing at all to do with the 
leaflets which are sent out from the Foreign Mis- 
sion office in Nashville, nor with any sort of litera- 
ture from this or other agencies of the Church. The 
fact is that the average church member scarcely 
knows there are such things as church agencies. But 
he does know the term, Foreign Missions, and he 
holds two things to be important: his own salva- 
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tion, and the salvation of souls in foreign lands. 
Perhaps he remembers the lines from Eugene 


Field’s poem which he heard, or recited, in child- 
hood: 


“Gran’ma says she hopes that when I git to be a man, 
I'll be a missionarer like her oldest brother, Dan, 

As was et up by the cannibals that live in Ceylon’s Isle, 
Where every prospeck pleases, an’ only man is vile.” 


Whatever the reason, surely the words, Foreign 
Missions, carry meaning and the average church 
member knows this work must be supported with 
gifts of money. 

Heart-stirring, indeed, is the School of Missions 
held each summer at Montreat, when young peo- 
ple come for language study and orientation courses 
in final preparation for their going out to foreign 
fields of service. For six weeks these appointees work 


hard in class rooms. They take a few minutes each 


day for necessary exercise and recreation, but fre- 
quently even on mountain hikes small groups will 
huddle together to repeat to each other the phonetic 
sounds they learned in the class room thus con- 
tinuing to attune their ears to pick up exactly what 
they hear and their tongues to repeat it. The cli- 
mactic moment of this school comes the night the 
annual Foreign Missions Conference closes, when 
the appointees are formally commissioned. 

At that time, in solemn reverence to the Master 
who has called these young people to full-time serv- 
ice, the congregation in Anderson Auditorium, 
which fairly well fills the huge building, sits at- 
tentively. The atmosphere is tense with a sense of 
waiting. Naturally that is just what is happening, 
the people are waiting for the emotional appeal at 
the very end of this service. 

For it is then that the commissioner quietly says 
to the audience, “If there are those here tonight 
who would like to rise and go out with the ap- 
pointees, and thus signify their desire to give their 
lives in complete dedication to Jesus, they may do 
so at this time.” From all over the hall young peo- 
ple, and older ones, too, rise and walk along with 
the commissioned group—probably not to go as 
foreign missionaries ever; but at that moment liv- 
ing through a period of great desire and in all 
truth giving their lives in dedication, or re-dedica- 
tion, to the Foreign Mission cause. 


Does Not Stop at Montreat 


This does not stop at Montreat. It goes back to 
the home churches in every report given of the 
highlights of the Foreign Mission Conference. It 
lingers in the hearts and the minds of those who 
were there. It is reflected in’continued interest and 
in greater giving to Foreign Missions. 























Just what has all this to do with the Program of 
Progress? Simply this, the Program of Progress is 
the effort in each local church to UNIFY and to 
INTENSIFY the total program of the Church, of 
which Foreign Missions is but one cause. But it takes 
the work of all the other causes to build each 
foreign missionary, beginning with the child. If 
the Sunday school fails the child, if his college years 
change the whole course of his life . . . UNITY of pur- 
pose and INTENSIFICATION of effort must stand firmly 
back of the total preparation of the missionary. 

Is this important? The International Council of 
Religious Education recently released this state- 
ment: ““The world’s most imperative need today is 
for a wider and deeper acceptance of the message 
of Jesus. Christian religious education is, therefore, 





indispensable to the spiritual welfare and happiness 
of our children and youth. It is the one guarantee 
of a type of government and society which pre- 
serves our best traditions and which can endure.” 

Foreign Missions helps the Church do the will 
of God. It carries the story of Jesus, the Light of the 
world, out to people now in darkness. Strange, but 
sometimes utter darkness must come before the 
need for Light is fully realized. 

The purpose of the Program of Progress ulti- 
mately is to help each individual who comes into 
contact with the Church to find in it opportuni- 
ties for spiritual growth and to accept willingly 
God’s call to service, even to living completely 
Christian lives, witnessing for Him at home or far 
afield. 


(To be continued) 





The Art of Making Excuses 


(Continued from page 356) 


the effort to justify ourselves, we often rationalize 
our conduct, the wrong things which we do, or the 
good things which we don’t do. We build up our 
ego and excuse ouselves by blaming the other fel- 
low. Isn’t it sometimes true between husbands and 
wives? A man is unfaithful to his wife and he justi- 
fies himself by magnifying her faults. A woman is 
lazy and selfish and extravagant, and she excuses 
herself by emphasizing the weaknesses of her hus- 
band. How often that happens in the history and 
in the experience of the church. 

Not long ago I read an article by a secretary of 
Stewardship, written especially for men who were 
going out to conduct an every member canvass. 
You must accept the fact, in advance, he wrote, 
that there are certain excuses which you will run 
into again and again. The commonest is, “the ofh- 
cers of this church never visit in our home, except 
when they come to ask for money”; that’s the most 
popular excuse. Have any of you ever heard it? 
Well, it’s partly true, the officers don’t visit in the 
homes as much as they should. Another common 
excuse is, “our pastor doesn’t look after us like he 
should,” and there is some basis for such a claim. 
The third is, “there are so many hypocrites in the 
church,” and of course there are hypocrites in every 
church. Everyone of: us has an element of hy- 
pocrisy in his own nature. But after all, what do 
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these things have to do with your love for Christ, 
with your obligation to His church, with your duty 
to do your part? How clever we are in justifying 
ourselves and in making excuses! 

Or, you go out to engage in visitation evangelism 
and any informed and experienced person can 
pretty well anticipate the reasons which people 
will give as to why they are not ready to accept 
Christ or to unite with the church. “I don’t like 
your church”; “I don’t like your preacher”; “I don’t 
like your music”; “I don’t like your members.” The 
most frequent reason given, if it may be called a 
reason, is “we don’t know how long we’re going to 
stay here,” and yet, often enough, the people who 
say this have been here long enough to establish a 
home and enjoy all the privileges of community 
life. Or maybe, they’ll say, “I’m a member of a little 
town church far away in another state and I go 
back there once a year to make an offering.” Well, 
there’s no reason why that shouldn’t be done; but 
is that really the reason in their hearts, or is it a 
reluctance to accept the full obligations of church 
membership? 


Jesus Understands Our Excuses 


Now, Jesus realized that often people had good 
reasons for doing certain things and for not doing 
others. He was not severe, He was not harsh, He 
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was not unreasonable, He has an understanding 
heart, He went the second mile and the tenth mile 
in making the most of the good which was in 
people. Of the women who broke the box of oint- 
ment, He said, “she hath done what she could.” 
There was a wretched thief on the cross. Apparently, 
he had wasted his whole life, but Jesus was re- 
sponsive to just a last moment’s plea for help. Peter 
was a coward, but Jesus realized that though Peter 
probably rationalized and justified his cowardly 
act, there was much good in him and so He restored 
Peter to His kingdom. When people put Him to 
death, Jesus went farther in excusing them than 
they would ever have gone for themselves. He said, 
“Father, forgive them; for they know not what they 
do.” My dear friends, our compassionate merciful 
Lord was never harsh, nor severe; He had an 
understanding heart; He was tolerant, He was kind, 
He was good, He was sympathetic, He forgave 
people. But Jesus knew two things; first, that God 
meant us to enjoy an abundant life and to partici- 
pate in the glorious opportunities for service open 
to all of us. He thought it was just too bad for us to 
fritter away the one brief life which is ours and 
exhaust our talents in making excuses for ourselves. 
And in the second place, our Lord realized that 
there was a tremendous work to be done in saving 
sinful men; He knew that the heart of man was 
deceitful above all things and desperately wicked. 
He knew that it would take a long time to establish 
His kingdom. He knew that He was up against 
hypocrisy and misunderstanding and _ prejudices 
and false conceptions of God and intolerance and 
interracial hatred and all these things, and He fully 
understood that nothing but heroic, sacrificial, 
costly service would ever be sufficient, and that if 
His followers went around making excuses for 
themselves, even though the excuses seemed at the 
time to be legitimate, he would never get anywhere. 


Excuses in Time of War 


Suppose the soldiers in the last war, when they 
realized that our national freedom was in danger, 
had said, “well I’ve bought a new piece of land,” 
“I’ve just entered business,” “I want to get mar- 
ried.” Those would have been legitimate excuses, 
in a way, but a gigantic task awaited this young 
generation and they had to forget personal interests 
and make great sacrifices to accomplish great re- 
sults. We’ve just been playing along with the work 
of Jesus Christ in this church. There’ve been many 
efforts, there’ve been many sacrifices, there has been 
much liberal giving, and yet these things are but a 
drop in the bucket, “kindergarten stuff,” compared 
to what Jesus Himself suffered and gave for us. That 
is why He said to His disciples, “You can’t follow 
me unless you’re willing to forsake your mother 
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and your father and your sisters and brothers and 
everybody else, if necessary.” He simply meant that 
the Kingdom of God has got to come first. Its got 
to come first and nothing else will suffice, and it’s 
just too bad for you to waste your opportunities 
and to live out your day and generation in using 
up your imagination and your talents and your 
skills in making excuses for yourselves. How clever 
we are, how subtle the temptation to rationalize 
and explain away our duty, and to do the things 
which are pleasing to ourselves. 


Substituting the Trivial for the Costly 


Often, for example, when we are called upon to 
do a really big job, we don’t completely turn it 
down. Oh no, that would hurt our self-respect, it 
would deflate our ego. We want to feel that we are 
in good standing with God and our fellowman and 
especially with ourselves. So we do a little thing 
instead. I can recall pleading with a man years ago 
to give his heart to Jesus Christ and I thought he 
was on the verge of doing so, but he didn’t and he 
never did, and he finally took his life. According to 
his own statement, he had never made any sacrifices 
for Christ, he had never given a dollar to the 
church, but the week after we had our talk, he sent 
me a beautiful Christmas present! I did not mean 
to be ungracious or unappreciative, but judging 
from the things he himself said to me, I couldn’t 
get away from the feeling that he was substituting 
a lesser for a greater gift, a Christmas present to the 
minister instead of the gift of his own heart to his 
Lord. Were you ever called upon to be the chair- 
man of the Board of Deacons, or the Finance Com- 
mittee, or the president of the Women of the 
Church, or the Sunday-school superintendent, or to 
do costly personal evangelism, or to volunteer for 
the mission field? And did you justify yourself by 
saying, “well, I will not do that hard thing, but I 
will do this easy thing,” and so salve your con- 
science? Thus, frequently the really big jobs re- 
quiring sacrificial efforts go undone, because we 
substitute something little that doesn’t cost us very 
much, for something big that Christ asks us to do. 


Overcoming Our Handicaps 


Let us never forget that most of the great ac- 
complishments in the history of the race, most of 
the important contributions which have been made 
to Christ’s cause, have been made by men and 
women who had excuses if they had wished to use 
them. But by the grace of God and by His help and 
strength, and because they had a vision of service, 
these people were able to master their temptations 
and overcome their weaknesses and do these deeds 
just the same. Moses had a good excuse when God 
commanded him to go to Pharaoh and lead the 
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Israelites out of Egypt, but he overcame his weak- 


ness. Have you ever reflected upon the difference it 
would have made in the history of the race if Moses 
had given up to his weakness? There was a man by 
the name of Isaiah, who heard the voice of God 
crying, “Whom shall I send, and who will go for 
us?” Well, Isaiah didn’t think that he was the one, 
no humble person ever thinks he’s the one, we all 
feel that we are children in the sight of God, that 
we are unequal to our tasks, but finally Isaiah was 
able to say, “Here am I, send me.” There was a man 
by the name of Christopher Columbus, who discov- 
ered a new world. He might have given valid rea- 
sons why he should not have subjected himself to 
danger and probable disaster. He didn’t know the 
world was round, most people still thought it was 
flat and it was hard for him to find the financial 
support necessary. When he got half way across the 
ocean, his sailors wanted to turn around and go 
back. He had plenty of excuses, notwithstanding, 
but he sailed on and on! There was a girl by the 
name of Helen Keller, who couldn’t hear or see or 
talk. She would have been entirely justified, hu- 
manly speaking, in using her handicaps as reasons 
why she should make no special effort in life, but 
in overcoming her affliction, she developed char- 
acter and strength to become the inspiration of 
thousands of other people. There was a man by the 
name of Franklin D. Roosevelt, who was paralyzed 
from his waist down when a middle-aged man, but 
continued to do his duty as God gave him to see it. 
Yes, the really great contributions to the progress 
of the race and the development of the Church and 
the cause of Christ have been made by people who 
overcame their handicaps. Let us be overcoming 
Christians! There are always sufficiently good ex- 
cuses to enable us to rationalize our selfish decisions, 
adopt a negative attitude, refuse to accept heavy 
responsibility, and live a life of ease and comfort. 
But the pity of it is, when we do that, we’re wasting 
the one life that God gave us to live in this world. 
We're living out our lives in a vacuum. This is a 
form of suicide—the suicide of one’s usefulness. 


The Suicide of Usefulness 


Jesus said those who declined to partake of this 
feast forever lost their opportunity. There was a 
note of finality about many of the parables of our 
Lord, which we do not like to accept. This appears 
in the parable of the wise and foolish virgins. Some 
of the virgins were wise and had their lamps filled 
and burning and they carried out God’s plan for 
their lives. The others didn’t do anything evil, they 
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just threw away their opportunity and frittered 
away their time. When the great opportunity came, 
they had no oil in their lamps, and said Jesus, “the 
door was shut.” There’s no suggestion that it was 
ever opened again. In the parable of the last 
judgment, notwithstanding all of His compassion 
and love and pity and understanding and sympathy, 
our Lord sharply divided the sheep from the goats. 
He said, “here are those which fed the hungry and 
visited the sick and did all the good they could in 
the world, and there are those who never fed the 
hungry and never visited those who were in prison. 
And between them a great gulf was fixed!” 

To the mind of Christ, it was not sufficient that 
the condemned could claim never to have seen Him 
among the poor or the naked or the sick. Of course, 
they did not see Him. They were blind to the 
urgent needs on every side. Their eyes were turned 
in upon themselves. It is possible to become so 
accustomed to making excuses and rationalizing our 
selfishness that we are not even aware of the op- 
portunities round about us. Like the priest and the 
Levite, in the parable of the good Samaritan, we 
pass by on the other side. 

Yes, Then “all with one consent began to make 
excuse.” Jesus made not a single exception. When 
making excuses for ourselves, we do not realize that 
others are doing likewise. If we had supposed that 
this essential work would go undone, that that im- 
portant job would not be filled, possibly we might 
have overcome our weakness and accepted the 
responsibility. We assumed that someone—heavens 
knows who—would fill the vacant pews, give the 
needed money, carry the Gospel to the heathen, 
perform the necessary tasks in the Church of Christ, 
but in God’s name, who? There are many things 
which God wants done which are going undone. 
Suppose that some other Christians, not so skillful 
in making excuses, are at work. That doesn’t mean 
they they can do your job. Each person has his own 
work to do, his own responsibility to discharge, his 
own duty to perform. Nobody else can ever do your 
work or fulfill God’s plan for your life. Don’t waste 
your one big chance, don’t throw it away by making 
excuses for yourself. ‘The call to hard, costly service 
is not just a problem, it’s a privilege; it’s your great 
opportunity to make life worth while. Don’t throw 
it away! 

“T shall pass through this world but once— 
Therefore any good deed which I can do, 
Let me do it now; 

Let me not delay nor neglect it, 
For I shall not pass this way again.” 


PRESBYTERIAN SURVEY 
























Using the Bible in the Home 


(Continued from page 381) 


to you, do ye even so to them.” The children in 
younger life have doubtless learned much about 
being kind, but as they grow older without guid- 
ance they may revert into “paying back,” jealousy, 
and revenge. Parents can help the children by 
guiding them in evaluating their own conduct. The 
story of David and the sleeping king, I Samuel 26, 
will help the children with the problem of return- 
ing evil for evil. At times when the problem is not 
immediately present parents can show the children 
that the spirit of revenge brings unhappiness to all 
concerned. 

The field of living is expanding for primary 
children and their understanding of more difficult 
subjects and problems is developing and thus they 
need and are able to appreciate more of the Bible. 
Parents will want to make some of the following 
stories meaningful: Jesus choosing some fisherman 
friends, Jesus and Matthew, the Good Samaritan, a 
friend who changed because of knowing Jesus 
(Zacchaeus), and Jesus telling the people about God. 
These stories can be used to teach the children 
how to get along with other people. 

There has been a vast development in the child 
who is past eight years old as compared to that 
child when he was having his sixth birthday. With 
his learning to read, a new self-confidence has been 
born. Parents will want to keep themselves alert 
to their children’s changing needs, and in using the 
Bible with them step up their teachings so that 
their spiritual development will be a balance wheel 
to the rest of their life in place of bringing up a 
retarded rear. In the latter part of the primary 
period, children are ready to make an enlarged 
use of the Bible. Parents who have wisely used the 
Bible with their children from infancy up to this 
period find that the children now have a great 
anticipation concerning the Bible. When parents 
select the passages within their understanding, the 
children enjoy reading the Bible. They are eager 
to own a copy themselves. 

Mary Beth and Dickie as a result of the guidance 
of their parents have great expectancy concerning 
the Bible. To varying degrees both children under 
parental guidance are learning that the Bible has 
two divisions, the part that Jesus learned about as 
a boy and the part that tells about him and how he 
carried on his work of telling the people about 
God. During the average child’s eighth year, 
mothers and fathers should help him to understand 
how the Bible came to be; he needs to realize that 
the Bible was not always in book form as it is today. 
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Mary Beth and Dickie make scrolls similar to the 
Hebrew Bible and their mother helps them write 
some of their favorite verses on the scrolls. In their 
daily devotions the children are occasionally asked 
to read some of the verses. 
They are learning that the Book of Psalms is 
beautiful like a poetry book. Luke 2:8-15, the 
Christmas story, is another passage that the children 


can easily locate in their Bibles. Greatest of all the 


parents’ accomplishments is the fact that the imagi- 
nation and anticipation of the children concerning 
the Bible has not been dulled but sharpened to a 
keen interest and appreciation so that with con- 
tinued guidance the children are ready to pursue 
their Bible study and find pleasure in continually 
trying to put its truths into practice in their daily 
lives. 

Parents have such wonderful opportunities at 
Christmas time to guide the children in Bible 
living. Since their first Christmas, mother and 
father have centered the Christmas celebration 
around the créche. Among Mary Beth’s and 
Dickie’s first memories are seeing their gifts banked 
around the table which is centered with the re- 
production of the scene of the birth of Christ. 
Parental guidance has caused Christmas truly to be 
Jesus’ birthday to them. 

One year Dickie came in wide eyed with excite- 
ment—he had seen toy camels in the ten-cent store. 
He wanted to illustrate the travel of the three wise 
men who came to bring gifts to Jesus. He bought 
the camels and he and the other children set up 
a scene of their own making. On the mantel over 
the fireplace they hung the star above some Christ- 
mas greenery. The three camels were spaced to trek 
across the mantel. The children learned the story 
of the three wise men from the Bible and shared it 
with their parents as part of their Christmas cele- 
bration. 

Each year mother and father guide the children 
in providing Christmas cheer for some lonely per- 
son, in addition to their sharing in the church 
offering. Important in their Christmas decorations 
is the gift box for Jesus’ birthday. Each member 
of the family puts a portion of his spending allow- 
ance in the gift box, and together they decide how 
the money shall be spent in making a real gift to 
Jesus. 

Daily there are opportunities for parents to use 
the Bible with the children until step by step they 
learn the words of the Bible, and build their philos- 
ophy of living according to its teachings. 
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What are some of the needs of the children nine, 
ten, and eleven years old? Parents in using the 
Bible will want to use the needs of the children as 
a basis for their planning. As compared to their 
abilities when these same children were nursery, 
kindergarten, or even primary age, they have made 
tremendous growth; yet their needs call for guid- 
ance by mature followers of the Bible way of life. 
Parents still have an important role to play in order 
for the truth of the Bible to be effective in the lives 
of their children. 

Children of junior age, who so short a while ago 
were self-centered, are now becoming increasingly 
aware of social understanding. Their ability to 
reason has developed. Independent though they 
have been at times, they are also beginning to 
realize the interdependence of people on one an- 
other. They are interested in people who do things, 
who are heroes. Juniors like to do things for them- 
selves; activity is a key word for them. These are 
only a few predominant traits of children of junior 
age, but they are sufficient to illustrate how parents 
can work with the gradings of nature in using the 
Bible with them. 

Mary Beth and Dickie have increased greatly in 
their ability to reason. What challenge does this 
fact hold for their parents as they attempt to use 
the Bible with them? It means that parents will 
guide them in discussing and thinking through 
problems of living. Discussion suggests a need for 
background and firsthand information. The chil- 
dren are ready to use a Bible concordance, diction- 
ary, and historical reference materials. Though the 
children many have had some practice in using a 
concordance, they are now ready to acquire in- 
creased interest and skill. Sometimes parents can 
use the concordance with the children as a spring- 
board to introduce a new portion of Bible study; 
at other times as a study progresses need for informa- 
tion and inspiration send them to the concordance, 
the Bible dictionary, or historical reference ma- 
terial. 

The fact that Mary Beth and Dickie are gaining 
social understanding offers an important challenge 
to their parents. They plan to give the children 
opportunities for socialized conversation about the 
investigations they make. For example, the interest 
in the model village the children made when they 
were of primary age has carried over. Mother guides 
them into a more comprehensive study of village life 
in the time of Jesus. Together they search the 
Scriptures and read the books mother got for them 
on Palestine. Their knowledge and interest may 
well exceed that of many adults who have not made 
a study of life in the land where Jesus lived. When 
their parents invite some of their adult friends in 
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for a discussion of the present situation in Palestine, 
mother asks the children to share in the discussion 
by taking their adult visitors on a journey of their 
model village. Some of the discussion is over the 
heads of Mary Beth and Dickie, but they are learn- 
ing the Bible in such a way that they are learn- 
ing to appreciate the viewpoint of other people, to 
be tolerant, to clarify their ideas, to get an enlarged 
view and to better understand life. 

Juniors like to do things for themselves. ‘Their 
parents can use this trait in guiding the children 
in using the Bible. Parents know that they will not 
get the best results possible if they dictatorially 
decide what the next portion of their Bible study 
will be. Neither will the children obtain the most 
from the study if it is parent-dominated. Parents 
need to follow the lead of the children and not 
assume the position of lord of knowledge and 
authority. Children are not easily deceived; it is 
far more honest and wise to admit that as parents, 
they do not know all the answers. The fact that they 
do not know them sometimes enhances the interest 
in the search. 

Parents will avoid abstract terms in using the 
Bible with children. They will strive to help them 
toward clearer thinking and toward translating the 
rules and standards of the Bible into rules and 
standards for them to live by. “Be ye doers of the 
word, and not hearers only,” seems to have been 
written for junior children who love activity. As 
the children pursue each portion of their various 
sections of Bible study, parents must gain skill in 
giving inspiration and in using information to help 
them worship through the message and discover 
rules for right living and thinking for themselves 
and for solving their problems. 

Juniors respond well to directed study. If parents 
visit the public schools, where well-trained teachers 
are guiding children, they will see child-created 
teaching and directed study that often leads the 
children into far fields. Mother applying the same 
teaching technique in a study of Abraham found 
that the study led far beyond her original plans. 
They made a map as their enthusiasm for the coun- 
try and the places where Abraham lived, grew. 
Their seeking to know the true God suggested 
making a model ziggurat. Before they were finished 
with the study, some of the children’s friends were 
drawn into it. They dramatized the song, “Man’s 
Unceasing Quest for God.” Several passages of 
Scripture were so appreciated that the children 
decided to memorize them and share the presenta- 
tion of the dramatization in an out-of-doors pro- 
duction for parents of all the children. The children 
were learning the Bible but they were also having 
experiences of knowing God as a personal God and 
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learning of his plan not only for Abraham but for 
themselves. 

Are the special seasons observed in your home as 
Christian holidays or as pagan ones? Are the texts 
of the Christmas cards that your children select 
Christian or are they pagan? Are the decorations 
indicative of Christian thinking or are they pagan? 
Christmas has been commercialized; yet parents 
have a splendid opportunity at Christmas time to 
use the Bible with children in such a way as to 
keep Christ in Christmas. Juniors need a picture 
that expands beyond the birth of Jesus. They are 
eager to see the courageous, loving Jesus whom God 
sent to the world. Juniors will enjoy Christmas more 
if parents help them see that Christians keep 
Christmas as a special holiday because they know 
Jesus as one who went about helping, healing, and 
teaching a way of peace and good will and happi- 
ness by putting joy, goodness, and truth and service 
in their place. Learning Christmas carols to share 
with shut-ins, memorizing the Luke story of the 
birth of Jesus to share at the Christmas celebration, 
and dramatizing the shepherd’s story help children 
to have a Christian Christmas. 

As the children read and appreciate the Bible 
stories, parents have found the plan of guiding the 
children in writing the story in the first person to 
be helpful to juniors. For example, the junior boy 
can go with his mother and baby sister to see Jesus. 
The disciples try to turn them away, thinking 
Jesus is too busy to waste time on the mothers and 
children. The child easily idenfifies himself with 
the Bible characters as he writes or tells about them 
in the first person. By using pictures to accompany 
the stories, he can make an attractive storybook. 

Because juniors learn by doing, parents have 
many opportunities to guide them in creative plan- 
ning. They will devise interesting and helpful ways 
to review knowledge of the Bible and to increase 
skill in using it. All the time they will be gaining 
awareness of the value of the Bible. Guiding chil- 
dren in making a reference book of stories that 
they know is an interesting and helpful plan of 
reviewing Bible knowledge and in identifying the 
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story with the book of the Bible in which it ap- 
pears and in helping them to gain confidence in 
using the Bible. For example, the reference book 
might contain some of the following stories and 
references: the story of the wise men—Matthew 2: 
1-12; the story of the shepherds—Luke 2:8-20; the 
good Samaritan—Luke 10:25-37; the Lord’s Prayer 
—Matthew 6:9-13 and Luke 11:2-4. Grandmother 
would appreciate a reference book made by her own 
grandchild, and the child might have greater in- 
terest and appreciation if he were making the book 
as a gift for someone he loved. 

Help the children write a play of characters who 
have changed their way of living because they 
learned to love Jesus. The story of Zacchaeus adapts 
itself well to such a plan. If the children have an 
opportunity to share the story with some group, 
their interest in writing and staging it is greatly 
strengthened. Parents can use this kind of teaching 
to help the children in making right choices and in 
developing lives of service. There is a danger in- 
volved in the mere telling of the Bible stories, for 
without means and opportunities to express the 
inspiration of the Bible, the child may lose the 
impetus to put the story into right living. 

Because juniors love people who do things, who 
become great heroes to them, they are interested 
and helped by studying characters like Jesus and 
Paul. 

Always parents will want to guide the children 
in such a way as to create a desire for continued 
study of the Bible. Juniors enjoy larger blocks of 
Bible passages than isolated verses. Before the 
junior child is the rich field of youth and adult- 
hood during which he has an enlarged capacity 
for enjoying, understanding, and adopting the 
Bible as a way of life. Parents, remembering this, 
will want to lay well the foundation for future 
study and continue to keep open the approaches 
for wanting to learn the Bible way of life. If the 
Bible is used in such a way that its message be- 
comes effective to a saving minority of the children 
of all lands, the way of peace and brotherhood will 
dawn. 























Financial Statements 


FOREIGN MISSIONS 


Budget Receipts—April 1, 1948—July 1, 1948.................... $208,471.00 
Budget Receipts—April 1, 1949—July 1, 1949.................... 180,673.62 
Ns ee I ga de aed a bie ne 0.0 &hin Gate $ 27,797.38 
Program of Progress through June 30, 1949..................... $ 79,808.33 





ASSEMBLY’S HOME MISSIONS 


Receipts—April 1, 1948—July 1, 1948............................ $81,842.95 
Receipts—April 1, 1949—July 1, 1949.........................5.. 80,589.42 


Decrease for three months (including Program of Progress 


I 0s Set ha Soa oi sors dis a fi ue Rv ers gw $ 1,253.53 





RELIGIOUS EDUCATION AND PUBLICATION 


Receipts—April 1, 1948—July 1, 1948..................00.00....... $12,977.10 
Receipts—April 1, 1949—July 1, 1949...........0.00000000.00..... 14,762.56 


Decrease for three months (including Program of Progress) . .$ 1,785.46 





CHRISTIAN EDUCATION AND MINISTERIAL RELIEF 


Receipts—April 1, 1948—July 1, 1948....................0.0..... $43,805.28 
Receipts—April 1, 1949—July 1, 1949...........0.0.000000000...... 51,766.99 


Increase for three months 
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Vacation time may bring you an opportunity for spiritual enrichment. 


Vacation—Not Cessation 


Vacation Plans 


E’LL not need this, nor that either, for 

W we are taking a real vacation this month!” 

How often have you said that? And per- 
haps you have said it again in the past few days. 
Of course, this is vacation time for many people, 
especially Church people, ministers and _ their 
families, those who are connected with the various 
Assembly agencies, as well as many people who are 
not. And a right good month it is to escape the 
heat of Mississippi and Georgia and other states by 
going to the mountains or the seashore. 

Just what do you plan to get along without these 
days? That is a rather important question. Much 
that is normal routine will be left behind. Much 
that the old Negro woman had in mind when she 
said that the reason she did not like housework is 
that it is “so daily”! 

Some things should be taken, though they may 
be very “daily.” For after all, one’s spirit must be 
nurtured on vacation as well as at other times, and 
perhaps more than ever! We suggest that you tuck 
in some good book, one that has been waiting to 
be read. There are some that will be quiet and rest- 
ful, such as: The Willow and The Bridge, poems 
and meditations by Kagawa, Toyohiki, and Frank- 
lin Cole, price $1.50*; and The Common Ventures 
of Life, by Elton Trueblood, price $1.00*. Others 
will be stirring and soul-stretching, such as The 
Bomb That Fell on America, by Hermann Hage- 
dorn, price, $1.00*; Jesus and the Disinherited, by 
Howard Thurman, price, $1.25*. Not one of these 


four books has over 130 pages—just enough for 


vacation reading! Each one will be worth careful 
consideration and choice. Some Reading Sugges- 
tions: “Christian Relations” (price, 2¢), a new leaflet 
available from the Committee on Woman’s Work, 
will suggest a wide choice of reading. In case you 
do not have that at hand, it may be ordered.** 





*Presbyterian Book Stores, Dallas 1, Texas, or Richmond 9, 
Virginia. 

**Committee on Woman’s Work, Presbyterian Church, U. S., 
Henry Grady Building, Atlanta 3, Georgia. 
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Opportunities 


In the home of two delightful people, artistic 
and sensitive to the finest things of the spirit of man, 
the custom prevails of having friends come on 
Sunday afternoons for an hour of music and shared 
experiences that have brought pleasure and joy and 
beauty into their lives. Many tell of experiences that 
have come to them on vacations, scenes of rare 
beauty, people whom they have met who have 
brought more joy into their lives; exquisite music is 
heard. What a time vacation offers for storing 
away in the mind of the spirit much that will 
continue to bring joy and gladness and enrichment 
and much that can be shared with friends in days 
to come. 

Vacation presents itself to each of us as a time 
of opportunity, as well as release from the usual 
schedule of daily living. It presents almost an 
obligation that the one taking it has to his friends 
and his neighbors. Surely it is a time for holding 
fast the best things in life: quiet times for being 
with God; new opportunities to look on His handi- 
work—sky, mountains, sea; much needed rest and 
relaxation for tired bodies and minds and spirits 
that may have been sorely tested. Let’s make it a 
real vacation—a pilgrimage, too—from which each 
will return more ready for the work to which he 
has been appointed. 


The Local Church Is Open! 


Our local church work continues, for there are 
some who will be at home during August—many 
more than one may think at first. And how we 
appreciate the open church in August! On a trip 
through New England some years ago, a group of 
tourists looked long one Sunday morning for an 
open church in which they might worship. Finally 
one was found, and the service brought rest, 
renewal of spirit, and hope to each one of them 
that day. Women of the Church have the circle 
study using John 7 and 8, centering thought on the 
“Preaching at the Feast of Tabernacles.” The 
monthly emphasis is the “Negro Work in our Gen- 
eral Assembly.” In the general meeting the theme 
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is “Peaceful Change Is Possible.” We suggest that 
careful use be made by each woman of the Guide- 
book for the Presbyterian Woman, pages 18-19. 
Time spent in using and thinking through the ma- 
terial on those pages will be well spent. Perhaps 
you will take time to read the annual report of the 
Committee on Negro Work, a copy of which your 
pastor should have or excerpts from which were 
published in the Church papers in May. This pro- 
gram offers opportunity for every local organization 
of Women of the Church to think how the women 
can have a share in this work being carried for- 
ward by the Assembly, and also of ways in which 
Christians should be helping to bring about that 
peaceful change for which every sincere Christian 
longs. 


His Light Shines Through 


So much depends on the way a person does a 
thing, how he performs an act. Glenn Clark said 
of Dr. Charles Sheldon, author of In His Steps, 
that because Dr. Sheldon always worked with a 
smile on his face and love in his heart, he made 
few enemies. That smile and that love come only 
from an inner assurance of being linked with God. 
Dr. H. H. Thompson, Secretary of Assembly’s Com- 


mittee on Evangelism, tells of sharing a taxi in 
New York with a couple who were strangers to him. 
When seated in the cab, Dr. Thompson said to the 
man, “How are the Methodists?” The man expressed 
surprise. “Have you ever seen me before? How did 
you know that I am a Methodist?” Dr. ‘Thompson 
replied, “I have not seen you before and I did not 
know for certain that you are a Methodist. But I 
knew that you must be a Christian for the radiance 
that I see in your face.” There was a glow, a light 
that shone in that face; he is an active Christian 
layman of the Methodist Church, going far and 
wide in the service of the Master. That lovely 
benediction which so many people use has for him 
become a reality: “The Lord bless thee, and keep 
thee: the Lord make his face shine upon thee, and 
be gracious unto thee: the Lord lift up his counten- 
ance upon thee, and give thee peace.” (Numbers 
6:24-26.) Such people, and there are many of them 
in our world, are those who are helping to make 
“Peaceful Change Possible.” And they work at it in 
season and out of season, during the months of the 
“so daily,” and during the short weeks of vacation. 
Their delight is in doing the will of the Father— 
and He blesses them with His peace and joy and 
constant presence. 
So to you each and all, a happy vacation! 





HAPPY BIRTHDAY TO YOU! 


October 1—Rev. George A. Hudson, China 

October 3—Mrs. Day Carper, Africa 

October 3—Rev. Paul Blake Smith, Brazil 

October 4—Mrs. L. O. McCutchen, Korea (Retired. Address, 
Johnston, S. C.) 

October 6—Mrs. Rebecca E. Wilson, China (Retired. Address: 
240 Church Street, Sumter, South Carolina) 

October 7—Miss Annie Kok, Japan 

October g—Miss Florence E. Nickles, China* 

October 11—Mrs. James A. Cogswell, Japan 

October 12—Miss Ruth See, Brazil (Retired. Address: For- 
miga, E. de Minas, Brazil) 

October 12—Mrs. Oscar V. Armstrong, China 

October 13—Capt. T. J. Daumery, Africa (Retired) 

October 13—Rev. A. Hoyt Miller, Africa 

October 15—Mrs. Joseph Savels, Africa 

October 16—Mrs. Eugene Bell, Korea (Retired. Address: 210 
W. Wisconsin St., DeLand, Florida) 

October 18—Miss Annie Y. Patton, Japan (Retired. Address: 
936 Elizabeth St., Pasadena, Calif.) 

October 20—Rev. M. L. Daugherty, Brazil 

October 20—Rev. L. A. McCutchen, Africa 
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October 21—Mr. James A. Halverstadt, Africa 
October 22—Rev. Walter Swetnam, Brazil* 
October 23—Rev. M. A. Hopkins, China 
October 24—Mrs. Henry S. Nelson, China* 
October 25-—Rev. S. H. Wilds, Africa 
October 26—Miss Bernice Kennedy, Brazil 
October 27—Miss R. Caroline Kilgore, Brazil 
October 28—Rev. Day Carper, Africa* 
October 31—Mrs. Wm. B. Moseley, Brazil 





*In United States 
Note: As our missionaries now in the United States are mov- 
ing from place to place, it is impossible to give permanent 
addresses so far in advance of the birthday. The Educational 
Department, Box 330, Nashville 1, Tennessee, will be glad to 
supply the address on request near the birthday. Should these 
cards be sent to Box 330 to be forwarded, please use first-class 
postage. 

A birthday card, unsealed and with signature only, may 
be sent for two cents. If cards are sealed, they should bear the 
regular first-class postage—five cents for Africa and the Orient, 
three cents for Brazil and Mexico. 
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Home Missionaries in Active Service 








(Section 2) 


SYNOD OF KENTUCKY 


Lexington-Ebenezer Presbytery 


Barton, Rev. C. T., Georgetown 
Bell, Miss Mary Elizabeth, Boyd 
Case, Rev. Gerald V., Catlettsburg 
Logan, Rev. Charles A., Lexington 
+Rhea, Rev. Thomas C., ” Lexington 
Smith, Rev. W. L., Moorefield 
Taylor, Rev. J. P., Sharon 
Woodrow, Rev. Raymond, Lexington 


Louisville Presbytery 


Barnett, Rev. H. R., Ludlow 
Bottoms, Rev. L. W., Louisville 
1111 S. Seventh St. 
Ellison, Rev. A. D., Jeffersontown 
Hopkins, Rev. D. R., Walton 
Pegram, Rev. R. M., Louisville 
Route 1 
Ramsey, Rev. W. A., Bloomfield 
Renegar, Rev. Edward, Louisville 
Route 
tRock, Rev. Edwin N., Louisville 
109 E. Broadway 
Shows, Rev. W. P., 
221 Seventh St. 
Thorpe, Mr. E. N., Louisville 
3309 Richard 
Travis, Rev. J. E., Anchorage 
Williams, Rev. Roger, Louisville 
109 E. Broadway 


Muhlenburg Presbytery 


Hardy, Rev. R. W., Herndon 
Taylor, Rev. George H.., Jr., Cleaton 
*Watson, Rev. Paul M., Hopkinsville 


Carrollton 


Transylvania Presbytery 
Coad, Rev. James, Perryville 
McLean, Rev. C. E., McAfee 
Wailes, Rev. R. A., Paint Lick 
Eslinger, Mr. Troy, Springfield 
James, Mr. Joe, Berea 
McCormick, Mr. Ed., Lawrenceburg 


SYNOD OF LOUISIANA 


Louisiana Presbytery 
Borchert, Mr. Harold, Alexandria 
Pritchett, Rev. W. R., Clinton 
Tomb, Rev. C.B., Bayou Current 
Wilson, ier. Parks W., Baton Rouge 


New Orleans Presbytery 
Ash,'’Rev. A.*L., New Orleans 
239 Ridgewood Drive 
—— Rev. R. E., Raceland 
McGehee, Rev. J. A., Abbeville 
Palachek, Rev. Joseph, New Orleans 
P. O. Box 6002 
*Southall, Rev. T. B., New Orleans 
1225 Octavia Street 
Wells,f{Rev. H. H., Jr., Gretna 


Red River Presbytery 
Cates, Rev. A. R., Rayville 
Currie, Rev. John W., Winnsboro 
McCown, Rev. Ro a Springhill 
*O’Neal, Rev. .: Li oyd, Ruston 
Smith, Rev. R. McNair, Shreveport 

1817 Fairfield Avenue 

Stokes, Rev. Alwin, Winnfield 
Wharton, Rev. Conway, Natchitoches 


SYNOD OF MISSISSIPPI 


Central Mississippi Presbytery 
*Bedinger, Rev. R. D., Jackson 
 wwenigg Rev. rk N., Ackerman 

Boyce, Rev. W. S., Edwards 
Caldwell, Rev. W. ‘x Forest 
Clark, Rev. Fred, Jackson 
Giddens, Rev. W. E., Jr., Lebanon 
Moffett, Rev. A. N., Jackson 
Potter, Rev. Wayne, Rolling Fork 
Whitaker, Rev. A. W., Jr., Itta Bena 
Wiggins, Rev. B. H., Weir 


East Mississippi Presbytery 
Daffin, Rev. Robert D., Jr., Riple 
Daniel, Rev. T. Stratton, Jr.. Baldwyn 
Kincaid, Rev.. Frank M., Booneville 


Meridian Presbytery 
' Bagby, Rev. W. W., Sandersville 
*Beckman, Rev. L. /. Jr., Ellisville 
Blackwelder, Rev. L. N., ‘Petal 
Cox, Rev. William E., Bay Springs 








Jussely, Rev. E. A., 
Kirker, Rev. G. H.. 
O’ Lear 
Mulholland, Rev. i 
Reid, Rev. E. WwW. 

Robertson, Rev. in Pe “Pllisville 


Waynesboro 

Jr., Mount Olive 
, Rev. F. B., Ya Meridian 

=> ae 


Simpson, Rev. J. D., Newton 
Mississippi Presbytery 

Duck, Rev. A. W., Wesson 

McGehee, Rev. Robert M., Meadville 

McNutt, Rev. J. W., Woodville 

Stuart, Rev. J. Leighton, Jr., Summit 

Wardlaw, Rev. O. W., Magnolia 


North Mississippi Presbytery 
Barnes, Miss Minnie, Tutwiler 
Green, Rev. Julian B., Hernando 
Lemly, Rev. T. M., Oxford 


*McLain, Rev. H. M., Oxford 


SYNOD OF MISSOURI 
Lafayette Presbytery 
Crockett, Rev. Lenox, Sweet Springs 

Drake, Rev. Louis P., California 

Gammon, Rev. Wm. J., Eldon 
Robb, Rev. W. Luther, Longwood 
Strain, Rev. Robert S., Calhoun 
Williams, Rev. Allison F., 

Point Lookout 


Missouri Presbytery 
Barbee, Rev. T. M., Mexico 
Gunn, Rev. C. G., Fulton 
Lemly, Rev. Robert M., Paris 
Sharp, Rev. Raymond P., Kahoka 


Potosi Presbytery 
Blain, Rev. R. Waller, Ste. Genevieve 
Guthrie, Rev. H. T., Perryville 
Mecklin, Rev. J. L., Fruitland 
Reeves, Rev. Fred L., New Madrid 
Vanlandingham, Rev. John, Clarkton 


St. Louis Presbytery 


Griffin, Rev. N. C., Pattonville 
—— Rev. A. H., St. Louis 


-A Goode 
I asi Rev. C. H., Kirkwood 
444 Magnolia 
Ballew, Miss Helen, St. Louis 
Watson, Rev. H. H. ., St. Louis 
7515 Melrose Avenue 


Upper Missouri Presbytery 
Bowman, Mr. Locke, Independence 
Hunt, Rev. E. C., St. Joseph 

2202 S. 11th St. 
Rowe, Mr. Harold S., Independence 
Smith, Mrs. Wm. M., Independence 
Thorpe, Mr. Robert, North Kansas City 


SYNOD OF NORTH CAROLINA 


*Gillespie, Rev. E. E., Greensboro 
P. O. Box 1124 


Albemarle Presbytery 


Baker, Rev. R. T., New Bern 
Coates, Rev. Edwin S., Farmville 
Corkey, Rev. Harold, Goldsboro 
Hafner, Miss Ruth, Greenville 
+ Hassell, Rev. J. W.. Greenville 
Hines, Rev. J. C., Washington 
Holladay, Rev. Dupuy, Lucama 
Route 2 
Lowry, Rev. James I., Williamston 
Martin, Rev. A. R., Tarboro 
Patterson, Rev. C. 'D., Greenville 
i d, Rev. George M., Ahoskie 
Williamson, Rev. E. C., Greenville 
Willis, Rev. George J., Snow Hill 


Concord Presbytery 


Boyle, Rev. W. Pat, Lenoir 
Burdette, Rev. Al 3 7h. mae 
Clontz, Rev. R. C., Marion 

Cook, Rev. J. S., Harmony 
Faust, Rev. M. B., Salisbury 
Flow, "Rev. J. E., Concord 
Gruver, Rev. J. H.,Black Mountain 
Ricks, Rev. John di. China Grove 
Smith, Rev. J. Hector, Morganton 
Stimson, Rev. Jamie D., Hickory 
+Turner, Rev. Robert, Morganton 


Fayetteville Presbytery 


Blue, Rev. Frank S., Linden 
Carswell, Rev. A. D., Spring Lake 
Ewart, Rev. 8. i Raeford 


+Gibbs, Rev. C. M., Fayetteville 
McBath, Rev. Harvey A., 
Eagle ‘Springs 
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Nelson, Rev. W. O., Robbins 

Porter, Rev. James E., Angier 
Ramsey, Rev. R. R., Jackson Springs 
Shannon, Rev. B. O., Fayetteville 
Solomon, Rev. C. W., Fayetteville 
Stephenson, Miss Margaret E., Angier 
Taffe, Rev. C. K., Cameron 


Granville Presbytery 


Blevins, Rev. Denver S., Kenly 
Heaton, Rev. G. W., Roxboro 
Phipps, Rev. J. Robert, Varina 
Ruppentbal, Rev. H. P., Durham 
t+ Wool, Rev. James C., Raleigh 
Young, Rev. John W., Stovall 


Kings Mountain Presbytery 


Gibson, Rev. M. R., Castanea 
Matheson, Rev. W. H., Davidson 
Plexico, Rev. J. C., Dallas 
Young, Rev. Troy, Ellenboro 


Mecklenburg Presbytery 


Anderson, Rev. Leon, Charlotte 

445 Fairview Homes 
Baker, Rev. W. L., Waxhaw 
Carter, Rev. H. B., Jr., Charlotte 
Carlton, Rev. Don, East Rockingham 
Cowan, Rev. L. F., Stanfield 
Crosswell, Rev. Gower, Jr., Marshville 
Huneycutt, Rev. Q. N., Indian Trail 
Hunt, Miss Kathr. n, Charlotte 

952 Queens Roa 
Little, Rev. C. H., Charlotte 
Mabe, Miss Vivian, Rockingham 
Matson, Miss Florence, Charlotte 

832 Seigle Avenue 
Ramson, Rev. J. W., Charlotte 


Snyder, Rev. R. S., Charlotte 
**Stone, Rev. R. H., Charlotte, 
Box 2537 
Tapp, Rev. C. R., Charlotte 
Marsh Road 
Topham, Rev. M. L., Troy 
Walsh, Rev. W. M., Morven 
Orange Presbytery 
Boyle, Rev. Gaston, Jr., Sanford 
oute 1 


Buhler, Rev. W. R., Graham 
Cheshire, Rev. Clarence, Burlington 
Ensign, Rev. John E., Chapel Hill 
Jones, Rev. Frank S., Leaksville 
McGinnis, Rev. James W., Greensboro 
MecNatt, Rev. J. P. H., High Point 
TPatterson, Rev. T. Henry, Greensboro 
407 Hillcreat Drive 
Piephoff, Rev. Z. T., Greensboro 
Rock, Rev. rot B., Broadway 
Ruff, Rev. T , Leaksville 
Sapp, Rev. Saeed E., Yanceyville 
Westerfield, Rev. W. H., Burlington 


Wilmington Presbytery 
Craig, Rev. Carl B , Jacksonville 
Farrior, Rev. N. P., Pink Hill 
Goodman, Rev. Walter H., Beulaville 
Marrow, Rev. J. A., Rocky Point 
Myers, Rev. C. C., Wilmington 
208 Wrightsville Avenue 
TtTaylor, Rev. L. A., Wilmington 
209 N. 13th Street 
Waggett, Rev. J. M., Southport 
Whitener, Rev. Olin M.., Carolina Beach 
Withrow, Rev. J. D , Leland 


Winston-Salem Presbytery 
Boyle, Rev. Gaston, Pine Hall 
Boyle, Rev. W. P., West Jefferson 
Davison, Miss Zeta, Winston-Salem 
Hutton, Rev. Chariton D., 

Glade Valley 
Luke, Rev. John W., Ng my Springs 
Ongue, Rev. L. M., Airy 
Stark, Rev. Carl, Bice Mountain 
Tinley, Miss Betty, Lansing 
Yelanjian, Rev. Lewis J., Francisco 


SYNOD OF OKLAHOMA 


Durant Presbytery 
Daniel, Rev. F. H., Durant 
Downing, Rev. W. A., eile 
*Firebaugh, Rev. R. M., Hugo 
Lazenby, Rev. Hervey, Jr., Antlers 
Miller, ev. Harry, Coalgate 
Mangum Presbytery 


Jackson, Rev. Lyndon, Lawton 
Melvin, Rev. M. E., Oklahoma City 


SYNOD OF SOUTH CAROLINA 


+Patterson, Rev. Leslie H., Columbia 
First Presbyterian Church 





Bethel Presbytery 


Grier, Rev. T. F., Chester, Route 1 
Huneycutt, Rev. W. J., Blackstock 
Nickell, Rev. W. Paul, Waxhaw, N. C. 
Route 2, Box 239 
S., Liberty Hill 


Robinson, Rev. J. 

Charleston Presbytery 
Brearley, Rev. C. D., Jr., Allendale 
Dendy, Rev. Wm. H., Summerville 
Goodman, Rev. W. H., Edisto Island 
Horton, Rev. T. W., Mt. Pleasant 
Koelling, Rev. H. W., McClellanville 


Congaree Presbytery 
Groves, Rev. John W., Fairview 
MacEachern, Rev. John, Lugoff 
McCutcheon, Rev. L. O., Johnston 
Newman, Rev. W. L., Bethune 


Enoree Presbytery 


Brown, Rev. Charles H., Spartanburg 
Route 5 
Ford, Rev. W. M., Wellford 


Harmon, Rev. Fred J., Inman 
*McIntyre, Rev. J. A., Woodruff 
Quarles, Mrs. T. T., Spartanburg 


Harmony Presbytery 


Knox, Rev. H. A., Andrews 
Wilkinson, Rev. E. Bert, Sumpter 


Pee Dee Presbytery 
Boyle, Rev. W. P., nee 
Brearley, Rev. C. D., Myrtle Beach 
Coble, ee. Cc, e., ‘Ghee 
Kirkpatrick, Rev. G. F., Blenheim 
Littlejohn, Rev. A. N., Timmonsville 
Plowden, Rev. C. M., Society Hill 


Piedmont Presbytery 
Ligon, Rev. J. F., Iva 


South Carolina Presbytery 
Brown, Rev. L. W., Goldville 


Coker, Rev. Roy W., Gray Court 
Route 1. 


SYNOD OF TENNESSEE 


*Wilson, Rev. G. A., Nashville 
141 Windsor Drive 


Columbia Presbytery 
Crabb, Rev. C. V., Columbia 
Doyle, Rev. F. C., Mt. Pleasant 
Howze, Rev. 7 M., Spring Hjll 
Nash, Rev. S. I , Lawrenceburg 
*Ramsay, Rev. Chas. S., Lynnville 


Memphis Presbytery 
Baker, Rev. B. W., Atoka 
Dickson, Rev. R. M., Bethel Springs 
Harper, Rev. Chas. A., Union City 
Hill, Rev. Solon T., ‘nukes 
Route 3, Box 181- ‘A 
Hunter, Rev. Alex W., Memphis 
3727 Wayne Avenue 
James, Rev. J. E., Bolivar 
Phillips, Rev. Carl C., Memphis 
Route 9 
Williams, Rev. Glenn A., Trenton 
Route 1 


Nashville Presbytery 
Arbaugh, Rev. William, Buffalo Valley 
Booth, Rev. J. A , Rock Island 
Fleming, Rev. J . B. Watertown 
Gibbs, Rev. John, Woodbury 
Miller, Rev. Priestley, Harpeth 
Parrish, Rev. Jack, Nashville 
Ralston, Rev. C. N., Allisona 
Seesaran, Rev. H. R., Nashville 
Tilson, Rev. Everett, Madison 
Tucker, Mr. E. B., Wartrace 


SYNOD OF TEXAS 


*Dean, Mr. E. A., Austin 
520 Scarbrough Bldg. 


Brazos Presbytery 


Boyd, Rev. C. M., Orange 

Culley, Rev. E. G., Houston 10 
6415 Longview St. 

Cunningham, Rev. H. N., Houston 
606 Boundar 

Helsley, Rev. Ernest, Lake Jackson 

McNeill, Rev. D. A., Houston 
5218 Chemervert 

Mitchell, Rev. E. W., Aldine 

*Owen, Rev. R. L., Bellaire 
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Parse, Rev. J. E., 
Purcell, Rev. M. L., Houston 


Pasadena 


3422 Georgetown 
a ay — Albert E., 
Lake J 
Smith, —, CH 
Solomon, Rev. R. L 
Watts, Rev. Thos. G., Bryan 


Central Texas Presbytery 
Bailey, Rev. Henry M., Eureka 
Caldwell, Rev. C. T., Robinson 


Craven, Rev. Gus J. ” Austin 
urrie, "Rev. eo M. Austin 
Holmes, Rev. W , Gatesville 
Kidd, Rev. John P.’ a. 
Lennington, Rev. George C., Llano 
Mueller, Rev. John J., Austin 
*O’ Kelley, Rev. W. F., Marlin 
Savage, Rev. O. L., Mart 
Sullivan, Rev. George M., Hamilton 


Dallas Presbytery 
Armendariz, Rev. G. M., Dallas 
1803 Payne St. 
Fernandez, Rev. Alberto, Dallas 
Gray, Rev. Alex., Quanah 
tLang, Rev. Cecil’ -» Dallas 
2606 gy 
Yeargan, Rev. M. C., Iowa Park 


El Paso Presbytery 


Brinkley, Rev. Charles B., Seagraves 
*Foster, Rev. William H., Lubbock 
Galloway, Rev. Emmett, Van Horn 
Greenlees, Rev. W. G., Lovington, 
New Mexico 
McCown, Rev. Roy L., Lubbock 
Peake, Rev. C. D., Ruidoso, 
New Mexico 
Petmecky, Rev. L. G., El Paso 
Wester, Rev. J. J., Barstow 
Zacharias, Rev. D. L., Lubbock 


Mid-Texas Presbytery 
Allen, Rev. H. W. W., Bridgeport 
Bennett, Rev. H. O., Handley 
Brandon, Rev. Earl B., Fort Worth 
Box 7073, Sylvania Sta. 
Bryant, Rev. Winston R., Fort Worth 
4, 1512 Shenna 
Gray, Rev. W. Bristow, Brownwood 





* Superintendent; ** General Secretary; 





Guerrero, Rev. C. 8., Fort Worth 
Hestir, Rev. B. B., Carlsbad 
ee Rev. B. K., Fort Worth 4 
2232 Harrison Avenue 


Paris Presbytery 
Barton, Rev. Max, Paris 
Elder, Rev. T. R., Gladewater 
Hancock, Rev. C. Fred, Hallsville 
McGehee, Rev. J. P., Troup 
Pagan, Rev. W. George, Redwater 
*Salmon, Rev. S. H., Mt. Pleasant 


Western Texas Presbytery 


Alexander, Rev. Robert, Natalia 
Crown, Rev. Frank L., Port Aransas 
Deloteus, Rev. Palmer W., Sinton 
Faison, Mr. George T., Pleasanton 
Hoffman, Rev. C. F., Cotulla 
Lindsey, Rev. E. A., Elsa 

Murphy, Rev. T. D., Junction 
Pearce, Rev. J. a Catarina 


Richardson, Rev. L. A., Raymondville 
*Van Sg Rev. Paul Z San Antonio 
335 E. Melrose Drive 


Walker, Rev. Frank, Leon Springs 
Wilkins, Rev. L. ‘. Rocksprings 
Williams, Rev. S. B., Yoakum 


SYNOD OF VIRGINIA 


East Hanover Presbytery 


Bowling, Rev. M. C., Burkeville 
Elliott, Rev. Edwin P., Roxbury 
McDaniel, a James, Richmond 
24, Route 7 
McDonald, Rev. W. T., Bel 
, Rev. John D., Jr., 
Bvokhey, Rev. L. F., Ches 


Sweet Hall 


Lexington Presbytery 


Blain, Rev. C. R., Circleville 

West Virginia 
Clemmons, Rev. W. B., Fairfield 
Daffin, Rev. T. H., Falling Spring 
Helm, Rev. D. F., Hot Springs 
Jamison, Rev. W. C., Staunton 
Miles, Rev. Robert’ 8., Elkton 
Morrow, Rev. Guy M., Williamsville 
Rector, Rev. soe H., McDowell 
Smith, Rev. Roy, alley Center 


+ 


t Executive Secretary. 


Montgomery Presbytery 
Childress, Rev. R. W., Willis 
Childrey, Miss Harriet, Callaway 
Coblentz, Rev. David, Fincastle 
Hale, Rev. Henry E., ‘Montvale 
Hamilton, Miss Velinda, Thaxton 
Houchins, Miss Evelyn, Willis 
McCorkle, Rev. Fred 8., Stuart 
Mowbray, Rev. T. K., Callaway 
Nicholson, Rev. W. A. Lowery 

, Rev. Chas. §S., Ararat 
Russell, Rev. R. Y., Buchanan 
R.F.D 


Sherman, Rev. John W., Pearisburg 
Sperow, Rev. B. F., Narrows 
Vinson, Rev. J. Af "Rocky Mount 
Williams, Rev. J. T., Indian Valley 
*Whiteley, Rev. G. L., Roanoke 
2117 Rosalind Avenue 
Wood, Rev. B. L., Iron Gate 
Zehmer, Rev. R. A., Roanoke 
Route 4 


Norfolk Presbytery 
Bowman, Rev. John, Newport News 
Davis, Rev. W. E., Newport News 
Emurian, Rev. 8S. K., Norfolk 5 
550 E. Seawells Point Road 
Lehmann, Rev. J. Wesley, So. Norfolk 6 
1204 Park Ave. 


Potomac Presbytery 
(In Maryland) 
*Hammond, Rev. D. Kirk, Baltimore 12 
312 St. Dunstans Roa 
Heim, Mrs. Hazel, Baltimore 
Armistead Gardens 
Owen, Rev. Julian T., Sykesville 
(In Virginia) 
Bear, Rev. H. Hoover, Herndon 
Cowsert, Rev. Charles’ C., Arlington 
Fairley, ‘Rev. R. A., Alexandria 
Myers, Rev. Jesse W., Alexandria 
Plitt, Rev. Edward 7. Hartwood 
Winn, Rev. Albert C., Nokesville 


Roanoke Presbytery 
Alexander, Rev. Eugene, Victoria 
, Rev. A. S., Rustburg 
Guthrie, Rev. J. E., Phenix 
Ponton, Rev. A. J., Lynchburg 





ute 2 
Roberts, Rev. E. H., Danville 
531 Kemper Road 








Gumeaes Acomanst: Rev. E. C. 


Scott, D.D., 


Agencies of the Church 





Thompson, Rev. Jas. G., Pamplin 

Washburn, Rev. Frank T.. Schoolfield 
26 Baltimore Avenue 

Wood, Rev. A. W., Keysville 


West Hanover Presbytery 


Day, Rev. Sherwood S., Amherst 

Francis, Rev. A. T., Massie’s Mill 

Hutcheson, Rev. R. G., Sr., Louisa 

Williams, Rev. W. Twyman, 
Appomattox 


Winchester Presbytery 


Bailey, Rev. Paul E., Martinburg 
Bird, Rev. Taylor O., Springfield 
Duckwall, Rev. J. M., Lost River 
Edwards, Rev. Johathan, 
Kitzmiller, Maryland 
Murray, Rev " 
Hancock, Thervland 
Reed, Rev. Ben, Burlington 


SYNOD OF WEST VIRGINIA 


tHarrop, Rev. W. E., Charleston 
P. O. Box 1027 


Bluestone Presbytery 
Childs, Rev W. Hobart, Lansi 
Daniel, Rev. Francis H., Bluefield 
Manning, Rev. Fred, Lashmeet 
Rodrian, Miss Joan, Lardgraff 


Greenbrier Presbytery 
Arbuckle, Rev. J. D., Sinks Grove 
Denham, Rev. C. D., 

White Sulphur Springs 
Dimmock, Rev. Albert E., Elkins 
Gray, Rev. Robert . a Union 
Luce e, Rev. R. O., Greenville 
Rice, Rev. Roger M., Jr., 
Salango, Rev. James, Hinton 
Shitlet, Rev. A. B., Gap Mills 


Kanawha Presbytery 
Bowman, Rev. G. C., McConnell 
Churton, Rev. Daniel B., Huntington 
Jones, Rev. Herman, Charleston 
MacKenzie, Miss kathryn, Comfort 
Powell, Rev. ——, Ma Jr., Glenville 

*Ryburn, Rev. FrankM 
So. Charleston 
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k and Treasurer, 1120 Liberty Bank 
Brag Dallas 1, Texas. 


Executive ComMItres or Foretcn Missions, 
113—16th Ave., South, Box 330, Nashville 1, 
Tennessee: Rev. C. Darb Fulton, D.D., 
Executive Secretary; J. Cumming, 
Educational Secretary; Rev. Richard T. Gillespie, 
Candidate Secretary; Curry B. Hearn, Treasurer. 


Executive Co = or Home Missions, 605 
Henry Grady pas, Atlanta 3, Georgia: 
Rev. Claude H. Pritchard, D.D., Ezecutive 
Secretary; Rev. Charles H. ‘Gibboney, Educa- 
tional Secretary; Rev. Homer McMillan, D.D., 
General Secretary; Mr. G. B. Strickler, Treasurer. 


Exegcutive ComMItree or CHRISTIAN EDUCATION 
AND MINISTERIAL Reuier, 410 Urban Building, 
Louisville 2, Kentucky: Rev. Wade H. Boggs, 
D.D., Executive Secretary; Rev. William H. 
Hopper, D.D., Treasurer. 


Execorttye Commitree or Re.icious Epucation 
AND PusuicaTion, Presbyterian Building, 6-8 
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N. Sixth St., Box 1176, Richmond 9, Virginia: 
Dr. Edward D. Grant, Executive Secretary; Mr. 
John S. Grant, Treasurer; Rev. John L. Fairly, 

oe Director of Educational Program; Rev. 
Holmes Rolston, D.D., Editor in Chief; South- 
western Branch: 1814 Main St., Dallas 1, Texas; 
Rev. O. G. Henry, Director. 


 Woman’s Work, Henry Grady 
Building. ‘Atlanta 3, Georgia: Dr. Janie W. 
McGaughey, Secretary; Mrs. John L. Parkes. 
Assistant Secretary; Mary 8. Quidor, Treasurer. 


CoMMITTEE ON og a ag 324 Church S&t.., 
Decatur, Geo = Rev. J. G. Patton, Jr., D.D., 
Secretary; Deedie-May Austin, Director of Pres- 
byterian News Service. 


CommiTTEE ON Necro Work, 36 Hunter Street, 
SW, Atlanta 3, Georgia: Rev. Alex. R. Batchelor, 
Executive Secretary. 


CoMMITTEE ON CHRISTIAN ReE.atTions, P. O. Box 
5094, Richmond 20, Virginia: Rev. John H. 
Marion, Jr., D.D., Director 


CoMMITTEE ON EVANGELISM, 36 Hunter St., SW, 
Atlanta 3, Georgia: Rev. H. H. Thompson, 
D.D., Director. 

Rapio Commitrez, 36 Hunter St., SW, Atlanta 3, 
Georgia: Rev. John M. Alexander, D.D., Director. 

ComMITTEE ON OvEeRSEAS RE.IzEF: Rev. Vernon S. 
Broyles, Jr., Chairman, North Avenue Presby- 
terian Church, Atlanta, Georgia; Roy raw, 
Campaign Director, P. O. Box 1433, y Fae i, 
Georgia; Rev. E. C. Scott, Treasurer, 1120 
Liberty Bank Bldg., Dallas 1, Texas. 


GENERAL ASSEMBLY’s TRAINING ScHOoL For Lay 
Workers, 3400 Brook Road, Richmond 22, 
Virginia: Rev. Henry Wade DuBose, D.D 
President. 


TRUSTEES OF THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY AND 
PRESBYTERIAN Founpation, INnc., Commercial 
Bank Bldg., Charlotte, N. C.: T. S. McPheeters, 
President; George M. ‘Rose, Secretary-Treasurer. 


Derense Service DsgpartmMent: Presbyterian 
Building, 6-8 N. Sixth St., Box 1176, Richmond 9, 
Virginia: Dr. Edward D. "Grant, Treasurer. 


PRESBYTERIAN SURVEY 




















What are the facts? What conditions really exist in the South and what is 
the church’s relationship to them? 

Here is factual data, not hearsay, gathered for the Religious Education 
Re-Study by the South’s leading Institute for Research in Social Science. 





CHURCH AN |) 5 Hones, oe 
COMMUNITY G. W. BLACKWELL 
NN THE SOUTH se ™. sxooxs 


Changing conditions and new needs in the South have been carefully studied, and 
from this research new programs of work can be formulated. Here is your opportu- 
nity to bring yourself, your community, and your church up to date with a sound, con- 
structive, and workable program arising out of this sociological study. $6 














lt Up Your Eyes 





Bi by LEWIS J. SHERRILL pihechtbadse ct i 

2 In graphic, easy-to-read form, the chairman of the Re-Study 

Committee presents its findings and their challenging implica- RI i( i() HN 

tions for the Church today. Ji ih 

] \ 

OFFICIAL STUDY BOOK fi))|/((\ TI 

Plan to read this informative book and join with others in ' 1 

group study. Dr. Sherrill analyzes clearly our South, our \ I} A \ () \ 
Church, our teaching program, our lay workers, and our ad- 
vance, drawing striking conclusions of import to every church- 











man. It will awaken you to the needs and opportunities in OCTOBER 1 
your own church. $1 





ORDER YOUR COPY EARLY FROM THE PRESBYTERIAN BOOK STORES 
Box 1176, Richmond 9, Virginia, or Box 1020, Dallas 1, Texas 

















OF COURSE, | realize the importance of the 


teaching program of our Church — how it leads thousands 
daily to knowledge of Christ and to spiritual growth in 


Christian living. That's why I'm interested in religious educa- 





tion in all its phases 


in the church, Sunday school, and home. 


| want to help through this teaching program... 


satel, / 


Be at Sunday school on Rally Day and see what opportuni- 





ties are yours 


as a child, youth, adult, teacher, or officer 

The new 1949 Rally Day program employs the most modern 
method of presenting an idea—the see-hear-do method. This 
message will answer conclusively in many ways the question, 
‘What can | do?” The Religious Education program of your 
Church enlist boys and girls for Christ, trains young people 
for leadership, strengthens men and women in Christian living. 


Your Rally Day offering helps to finance this program. 


SO... plan now to attend and give! 


SEPTEMBER 25th s Vy) 


EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE OF 
RELIGIOUS EDUCATION AND PUBLICATION, RICHMOND, VA. 








